
PURIM STORY 2026  
 

Oseh Shalom’s 
Megillat Esther English w/ Hebrew Verses 
 

Note: (the Play Sections are to be read in English. The translations for 
the Hebrew verses are for information only and will not be read.) 
 

Chapter 1 
Hebrew verses 1 & 2 Read by Ray Wacks (confirmed) 

י י וַיהְִ֖ דּוּ הַמּלֵֹךְ֙ אֲחַשְׁוֵר֗וֹשׁ ה֣וּא אֲחַשְׁוֵר֑וֹשׁ בִּימֵ֣ ֹ֣ בַע וְעַד־כּ֔וּשׁ מֵה שֶׁ֛  

ים ה וְעֶשְׂרִ֥ מְדִינָהֽ׃ וּמֵאָ֖   
It happened in the days of Ahasuerus—that Ahasuerus who reigned over 
a hundred and twenty-seven provinces from India to Ethiopia.  
 

ים ם בַּיּמִָ֖ בֶת הָהֵ֑ לֶךְ ׀ כְּשֶׁ֣ ל אֲחַשְׁוֵר֗וֹשׁ הַמֶּ֣ א עַ֚ ר מַלְכוּת֔וֹ כִּסֵּ֣ ן אֲשֶׁ֖ בְּשׁוּשַׁ֥  
ה׃  הַבִּירָֽ

In those days, when King Ahasuerus occupied the royal throne in the 
fortress Shushan 
 
 

Chapter 2 
Hebrew verses 4 – 7 Read by Emily Blank (confirmed) 

ה ר וְהַנּֽעֲַרָ֗ לֶךְ בְּעֵינֵ֣י תִּיטַב֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ חַת תִּמְלֹ֖ךְ הַמֶּ֔ י תַּ֣ ב וַשְׁתִּ֑ ר וַיּיִטַ֧ בְּעֵינֵי֥ הַדָּבָ֛  

לֶךְ כֵּןֽ׃ וַיַּעַ֥שׂ הַמֶּ֖   
And let the maiden who pleases Your Majesty be queen instead of 
Vashti.” The proposal pleased the king, and he acted upon it.  
 

ישׁ י אִ֣ ן הָיָה֖ יהְוּדִ֔ ה בְּשׁוּשַׁ֣ י וּשְׁמ֣וֹ הַבִּירָ֑ ן מָרְדֳּכַ֗ יר בֶּ֣ י יאִָ֧ ישׁ בֶּן־שִׁמְעִ֛ בֶּן־קִ֖  
ישׁ ימְִינִיֽ׃ אִ֥   

In the fortress Shushan lived a Jew by the name of Mordecai, son of Jair 
son of Shimei son of Kish, a Benjaminite.  
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ר יםִ הָגלְָה֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ ר עִם־הַגּלָֹה֙ מִיר֣וּשָׁלַ֔ ה אֲשֶׁ֣ ם הָגלְְתָ֔ ה יכְָניְָה֣ עִ֖ מֶלֶֽךְ־יהְוּדָ֑  
ר ה אֲשֶׁ֣ ר הֶגלְָ֔ לֶךְ נבְוּכַדְנאֶצַּ֖ בָּבֶלֽ׃ מֶ֥   

[Kish] had been exiled from Jerusalem in the group that was carried into 
exile along with King Jeconiah of Judah, who had been driven into exile 
by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.—  
 

י ן וַיהְִ֨ ה אמֵֹ֜ יא אֶת־הֲדַסָּ֗ י בַּת־דּדֹ֔וֹ אֶסְתֵּר֙ הִ֤ ין כִּ֛ ב לָ֖הּ אֵ֥ ם אָ֣ ה וָאֵ֑ וְהַנּעֲַרָ֤  
אַר֙ ֹ֙ ת יפְַת־תּ ה וְטוֹבַ֣ יהָ֙ וּבְמ֤וֹת מַרְאֶ֔ הּ אָבִ֙ הּ וְאִמָּ֔ י לְקָחָ֧ לְבַתֽ׃ ל֖וֹ מָרְדֳּכַ֛   

He was foster father to Hadassah—that is, Esther—his uncle’s daughter, 
for she had neither father nor mother. The maiden was shapely and 
beautiful; and when her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her 
as his own daughter.  
 
Narrator 
Once upon a time, in the time of Ahash'verösh. Now this was the 
Ahash'verösh whose empire extended all the way from India to Ethiopia. 
In the third year of his reign in the capital city of Shushan, he threw a 
huge party for all his ministers and   his chief servants just to impress 
them with his fantastic wealth and greatness.  This party lasted seven full 
days. Everyone had all they could eat and drink from beautiful golden 
dishes including some the invaders took from our holy Temple. The 
festivities went on and on and on and on and on.  
 
Team Vashti 
And on the seventh day, when the king was pretty drunk, he called for 
Queen Vashti to dance before the whole crowd dressed in only her 
crown.  
 
Now Vashti was no coward but when she refused the king's rage boiled 
over.  
Vashti was fired as queen and banished from Shushan forever. Lest she 
be a model for other women to disobey their husbands. 
 
She Said No to the King  (Everyone sings!) 
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(MIRAJ, ©Margot Stein, Rayzel Raphael, Bayla Ruchama, 
 Juliet Spitzer; edited version) 

 

Without her gown​
 He summoned her down​
 Said it was his right​
 As a man with a crown 

He was obsessed;​
Vashti was unimpressed;        
She refused to be​
 a woman oppressed. 

CHORUS:     ​ ​
 She said “no” to the king,​
 She said “no” to the king,​
 She said 
“no-no-no-no-no-no-no”​
 She said “no” to the king! 

The king then cried,​
 “Find me a bride;​
 She must be beautiful​
 And have no pride.” 

When Esther came​
 He said, “You I will tame​
 And if you don’t like it​
 Well, Vashti’s to blame!” 

Esther took heart,​
 That girl was so smart​
 Thinking of others​
 and doing her part​
 She was to find​
 to get out of that bind​
 She needed her body​
 and also her mind.        
(CHORUS) 

Esther was brave​
 But the court was depraved​
 And Haman the Evil One​
 Ranted and raved;​
 She took a stand​
 Yes, she made a demand​
 That the Jews should be 
saved​
 Throughout the land.     ​
(CHORUS 

 

And now, back to our story…  
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Not long afterward when the king sobered up he wondered what to do for 
a new queen. His ministers advised him to have a beauty contest so the 
most gorgeous woman in the whole empire would be his new queen.  
And so Mordechai the Jew sent his niece Esther to try out for the job. 
And Esther was the most beautiful of all so she became queen of the 
Persian empire.  
 
Team Esther 
Esther was careful and didn't tell anyone that she was a Jew. Her uncle 
Mordechai would sit outside the palace to keep in touch with Esther. 
Now just in case you think that this is the end of the story hang on-- 
there's a lot to come. 
 
Team Mordechai 
One day Mordechai heard two guards plotting to murder the king. 
Mordechai reported what he had heard, and the king's life was saved. 
For this nobody thanked him but his name was written in the king's 
records.  
Sometime after all these happenings the king appointed a new Prime 
Minister  named Haman.  
 

Chapter 3 
Hebrew verses 1 – 5   Read by Curtis Menyuk (confirmed) 

ר ים ׀ אַחַ֣ לֶּה הַדְּבָרִ֣ לֶךְ גִּדַּל֩ הָאֵ֗ ןאֶת אֲחַשְׁוֵר֜וֹשׁ הַמֶּ֨ תָא ־הָמָ֧ בֶּןֽ־הַמְּדָ֛   
י הוּ הָאֲגגִָ֖ ל אֶת־כִּסְא֔וֹ וַיָּ֙שֶׂם֙ וַיֽנְשְַּׂאֵ֑ ים מֵעַ֕ ר כׇּל־הַשָּׂרִ֖ אִתּֽוֹ׃ אֲשֶׁ֥  

Sometime afterward, King Ahasuerus promoted Haman son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite; he advanced him and seated him higher than 
any of his fellow officials.  
 

י לֶךְ וְכָל־עַבְדֵ֨ עַר הַמֶּ֜ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁר־בְּשַׁ֣ ים הַמֶּ֗ ן וּמִשְֽׁתַּחֲוִים֙ כּרְֹעִ֤ ן לְהָמָ֔ כִּי־כֵ֖  
לֶךְ צִוָּה־ל֣וֹ י הַמֶּ֑ רְדֳּכַ֔ ע לֹ֥א וּמָ֨ יִשְֽׁתַּחֲוֶהֽ׃ וְלֹ֥א יכְִרַ֖   

All the king’s courtiers in the palace gate knelt and bowed low to Haman, 
for such was the king’s order concerning him; but Mordecai would not 
kneel or bow low.  
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אמְר֜וּ ֹ֨ י וַיּ לֶךְ עַבְדֵ֥ עַר הַמֶּ֛ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁר־בְּשַׁ֥ י הַמֶּ֖ ה מַדּ֙וּעַ֙ לְמָרְדֳּכָ֑ ר אַתָּ֣ ת עוֹבֵ֔ אֵ֖  

הַמֶּלֶֽךְ׃ מִצְוַ֥ת   
Then the king’s courtiers who were in the palace gate said to Mordecai, 
“Why do you disobey the king’s order?”  
 

י ם] באמרם וַיהְִ֗ ע וְלֹ֥א וָי֔וֹם י֣וֹם אֵלָיו֙ [כְּאָמְרָ֤ ם שָׁמַ֖ ן וַיּגִַּ֣ידוּ אֲלֵיהֶ֑ לְהָמָ֗  
י הֲיַעַֽמְדוּ֙ לִרְאוֹת֙ י דִּבְרֵ֣ ם כִּיֽ־הִגִּ֥יד מָרְדֳּכַ֔ יהְוּדִיֽ׃ אֲשֶׁר־ה֥וּא לָהֶ֖   

When they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, 
they told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai’s resolve would 
prevail; for he had explained to them that he was a Jew.  
 

ן וַיַּרְ֣א ין הָמָ֔ י כִּי־אֵ֣ עַ מָרְדֳּכַ֔ ה כּרֵֹ֥ ן וַיּמִָּלֵ֥א ל֑וֹ וּמִשְֽׁתַּחֲוֶ֖ חֵמָהֽ׃ הָמָ֖   
When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel or bow low to him, 
Haman was filled with rage. But he was hesitant to lay hands on  
Mordechai alone, for he had been told of the strength of Mordechai’s 
people.  So, HAMAN decided to exterminate all the Jews throughout the 
whole kingdom.  

 
Chapter 4 

Hebrew verses 14 &15  Read by Curtis Menyuk  

גןֶ ב פַּתְשֶׁ֣ ה בְּכׇל־מְדִינָ֣ה דָּת֙ לְהִנָּ֤תֵןֽ הַכְּתָ֗ ים גָּל֖וּי וּמְדִינָ֔   לִהְי֥וֹת לְכׇל־הָעַֽמִּ֑
ים  הַזֶּהֽ׃ לַיּ֥וֹם עֲתִדִ֖

The text of the document was to the effect that a law should be 
proclaimed in every single province; it was to be publicly displayed to all 
the peoples, so that they might be ready for that day. 

 

ים ר דְחוּפִים֙ יצְָא֤וּ הָרָֽצִ֞ לֶךְ בִּדְבַ֣ ת הַמֶּ֔ ן נתְִּנָ֖ה וְהַדָּ֥ ה בְּשׁוּשַׁ֣ לֶךְ הַבִּירָ֑  וְהָמָן֙ וְהַמֶּ֤
יר לִשְׁתּ֔וֹת ישְָׁב֣וּ ן וְהָעִ֥  ​     נבָֽוֹכָה׃ שׁוּשָׁ֖

The couriers went out posthaste on the royal mission, and the decree was 
proclaimed in the fortress Shushan. The king and Haman sat down to 
feast, but the city of Shushan was dumfounded. 
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Chapter 5 
Hebrew verses 9 – 11​  Read by Even Brettell (confirmed) 
 

א חַ הַה֔וּא בַּיּ֣וֹם הָמָן֙ וַיּצֵֵ֤ ב וְט֣וֹב שָׂמֵ֖ ן וְכִרְאוֹת֩ לֵ֑ י הָמָ֨ עַר אֶתֽ־מׇרְדֳּכַ֜ בְּשַׁ֣   
לֶךְ נּוּ וְלֹא־זָע֣ וְלֹא־קָם֙ הַמֶּ֗ ן וַיּמִָּלֵ֥א מִמֶּ֔ י הָמָ֛ חֵמָהֽ׃ עַלֽ־מׇרְדֳּכַ֖  

 
That day HAMAN went out happy and lighthearted. But when Haman 
saw Mordecai in the palace gate, and Mordecai did not rise or even stir 
on his account, HAMAN was filled with rage at him.  
 

ק ן וַיּתְִאַפַּ֣ א וַיּשְִׁלַ֛ח אֶל־בֵּית֑וֹ וַיּבָ֖וֹא הָמָ֔ יו וַיּבֵָ֥ אִשְׁתּֽוֹ׃ וְאֶת־זֶרֶ֥שׁ אֶת־אהֲֹבָ֖   
Nevertheless, HAMAN controlled himself and went home. He sent for his 
friends and his wife Zeresh,  
 

ר ם וַיסְַפֵּ֨ ן לָהֶ֥ ב עָשְׁר֖וֹ אֶת־כְּב֥וֹד הָמָ֛ ֹ֣ יו וְר ר וְאֵת֩ בָּנָ֑ לֶךְ֙ גִּדְּל֤וֹ כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֨ ת הַמֶּ֙ וְאֵ֣  
ר ים נשְִּׂא֔וֹ אֲשֶׁ֣ י עַל־הַשָּׂרִ֖ הַמֶּלֶֽךְ׃ וְעַבְדֵ֥   

and HAMAN told them about his great wealth and his many sons, and all 
about how the king had promoted him and advanced him above the 
officials and the king’s courtiers. 
 
The People Team  
The new minister, Haman, had a very big ego and loved to have people 
bow down to him. One day he and his officers passed by Mordechai who 
as usual was sitting by the palace gate, but Mordechai refused to bow 
down to Haman. 
 
When the officers told him to bow down, Mordechai said: I am a Jew and 
I don't bow to anyone but my God. I serve the Holy One and this makes 
me free 
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Haman was absolutely furious and went to the king and said: O your 
Highness, Beloved and Mighty and Fantastic and Awesome King, I have 
bad news for you! 
 
There is a people scattered throughout your Empire that doesn't follow 
your laws   
 
Now this is terrible! But I can take care of them. If you give me the OK 
I'll waste them and they'll never bother you again. I'll even bring in some 
more money for your treasury.  
 
And the king said: sounds fine to me, gei gesunte-heit,  Do what you 
want with these people! Now leave me alone–  I've got a date with the 
Queen. 
 
And so all the days of the year were written on pieces of paper and put in 
a box and one piece was taken out by Haman. This would be the day that 
all the Jews would be killed.  
And so the news went out by express riders to all parts of the empire to 
kill all the Jews– men, women and children, rich, poor, young and old on 
the fourteenth day of Adar –now that's tonight!  
 
Also a special gallows was built to hang the Jew Mordecai who wouldn't 
bow down to Haman.  
(Don’t worry kids, it all worked out in the end!) 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 6 
Hebrew verses 1-12 Read by Rabbi Josh Jacobs-Velde 

ילְָה ה הַה֔וּא בַּלַּ֣ לֶךְ שְׁנַ֣ת נדְָדָ֖ אמֶר הַמֶּ֑ ֹ֗ יא וַיּ פֶר לְהָבִ֞ י הַזּכְִרנֹוֹת֙ אֶת־סֵ֤ דִּבְרֵ֣  
ים ים וַיּהְִי֥וּ הַיּמִָ֔ הַמֶּלֶֽךְ׃ לִפְנֵי֥ נקְִרָאִ֖   

7 



That night, sleep deserted the king, and he ordered the book of records, 
the annals, to be brought; and it was read to the king.  

א יד אֲשֶׁר֩ כָת֗וּב וַיּמִָּצֵ֣ י הִגִּ֨ נאָ מׇרְדֳּכַ֜ רֶשׁ עַל־בִּגתְָ֣ י שְׁניֵ֙ וָתֶ֗ לֶךְ סָרִיסֵ֣ הַמֶּ֔  

י ף מִשּׁמְֹרֵ֖ ר הַסַּ֑ ד לִשְׁלֹ֣חַ בִּקְשׁוּ֙ אֲשֶׁ֤ לֶךְ יָ֔ אֲחַשְׁוֵרֽוֹשׁ׃ בַּמֶּ֖  

There it was found written that Mordecai had denounced Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the threshold, who had 
plotted to do away with King Ahasuerus.  

אמֶר ֹ֣ לֶךְ וַיּ ה הַמֶּ֔ ר מַהֽ־נּעֲַשָׂ֞ י וּגדְוּלָּ֛ה יקְָ֧ אמְר֜וּ עַל־זֶ֑ה לְמׇרְדֳּכַ֖ ֹ֨ י וַיּ לֶךְ֙ נעֲַרֵ֤ הַמֶּ֙  
יו רְתָ֔ ה מְשָׁ֣ דָּבָרֽ׃ עִמּ֖וֹ לֹא־נעֲַשָׂ֥   

“What honor or advancement has been conferred on Mordecai for this?” 
the king inquired. “Nothing at all has been done for him,” replied the 
king’s servants who were in attendance on him.  

אמֶר ֹ֥ לֶךְ וַיּ י הַמֶּ֖ ר מִ֣ ן בֶחָצֵ֑ א וְהָמָ֣ ר בָּ֗ לֶךְ֙ לַחֲצַ֤ ה בֵּית־הַמֶּ֙ יצוֹנָ֔ ר הַחִ֣ ֹ֣ לֶךְ לֵאמ לַמֶּ֔  
י לִתְלוֹת֙ ץ אֶתֽ־מׇרְדֳּכַ֔ ין עַל־הָעֵ֖ לֽוֹ׃ אֲשֶׁר־הֵכִ֥   

“Who is in the court?” the king asked. For HAMAN had just entered the 
outer court of the royal palace, to speak to the king about having 
Mordecai impaled on the stake he had prepared for him. 

אמְר֜וּ ֹ֨ י וַיּ לֶךְ֙ נעֲַרֵ֤ יו הַמֶּ֙ ן הִנֵּה֥ אֵלָ֔ ד הָמָ֖ ר עמֵֹ֣ אמֶר בֶּחָצֵ֑ ֹ֥ לֶךְ וַיּ יבָֽוֹא׃ הַמֶּ֖   

“It is HAMAN standing in the court,” the king’s servants answered him. 
“Let him enter,” said the king.   

אמֶר הָמָן֒ וַיּבָוֹא֮ ֹ֤ לֶךְ לוֹ֙ וַיּ ישׁ מַה־לַּעֲשׂ֕וֹת הַמֶּ֔ ר בָּאִ֕ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ ץ הַמֶּ֖ בִּיקָר֑וֹ חָפֵ֣  
אמֶר ֹ֤ י בְּלִבּ֔וֹ הָמָן֙ וַיּ ץ לְמִ֞ ֹ֥ לֶךְ יחְַפּ ר לַעֲשׂ֥וֹת הַמֶּ֛ ר יקְָ֖ מִמֶּנּֽיִ׃ יוֹתֵ֥   
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HAMAN entered, and the king asked him, “What should be done for a 
man whom the king desires to honor?” HAMAN said to himself, “Whom 
would the king desire to honor more than me?”  

 

אמֶר ֹ֥ ן וַיּ לֶךְ הָמָ֖ ישׁ אֶל־הַמֶּ֑ ר אִ֕ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ בִּיקָרֽוֹ׃ חָפֵ֥ץ הַמֶּ֖  

So, HAMAN said to the king, “For the man whom the king desires to 
honor,  

יאוּ֙ ר מַלְכ֔וּת לְב֣וּשׁ יבִָ֙ לֶךְ לָבַֽשׁ־בּ֖וֹ אֲשֶׁ֥ ר וְס֗וּס הַמֶּ֑ ב אֲשֶׁ֨ לֶךְ עָלָיו֙ רָכַ֤ הַמֶּ֔  
ר ן וַאֲשֶׁ֥ בְּראֹשֽׁוֹ׃ מַלְכ֖וּת כֶּ֥תֶר נתִַּ֛  

 let royal garb which the king has worn be brought, and a horse on which 
the king has ridden and on whose head a royal diadem has been set;  

ישׁ וְהַסּ֗וּס הַלְּב֜וּשׁ וְנתָ֨וֹן י עַל־ידַ־אִ֞ לֶךְ֙ מִשָּׂרֵ֤ ים הַמֶּ֙ ישׁוּ֙ הַפַּֽרְתְּמִ֔ וְהִלְבִּ֙  
ישׁ ר אֶת־הָאִ֔ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ ץ הַמֶּ֖ הוּ בִּיֽקָר֑וֹ חָפֵ֣ יר בִּרְח֣וֹב עַל־הַסּוּס֙ וְהִרְכִּיבֻ֤ הָעִ֔  

יו וְקָרְא֣וּ כָה לְפָנָ֔ ה כָּ֚ ישׁ יעֵָשֶׂ֣ ר לָאִ֔ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ בִּיקָרֽוֹ׃ חָפֵ֥ץ הַמֶּ֖  

and let the attire and the horse be put in the charge of one of the king’s 
noble courtiers. And let the man whom the king desires to honor be 
attired and paraded on the horse through the city square, while they 
proclaim before him: This is what is done for the man whom the king 
desires to honor!”  

אמֶר ֹ֨ לֶךְ וַיּ ן הַמֶּ֜ ר לְהָמָ֗ הֵ֠ ח מַ֠ ר וְאֶת־הַסּוּס֙ אֶת־הַלְּב֤וּשׁ קַ֣ רְתָּ כַּאֲשֶׁ֣ דִּבַּ֔  
י וַעֲֽשֵׂה־כֵן֙ י לְמׇרְדֳּכַ֣ ב הַיּהְוּדִ֔ עַר הַיּוֹשֵׁ֖ לֶךְ בְּשַׁ֣ ל הַמֶּ֑ ר אַל־תַּפֵּ֣ ל דָּבָ֔ ֹ֖ ר מִכּ אֲשֶׁ֥  

  דִּבַּרְֽתָּ׃
“Quick, then!” said the king to HAMAN. “Get the garb and the horse, as 
you have said, and do this to Mordecai the Jew, who sits in the king’s 
gate. Omit nothing of all you have proposed.” 
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ח שׁ וְאֶת־הַסּ֔וּס אֶת־הַלְּב֣וּשׁ הָמָן֙ וַיּקִַּ֤ י וַיּלְַבֵּ֖ הוּ֙ אֶתֽ־מׇרְדֳּכָ֑ בִּרְח֣וֹב וַיּרְַכִּיבֵ֙  
יר א הָעִ֔ יו וַיּקְִרָ֣ כָה לְפָנָ֔ ה כָּ֚ ישׁ יעֵָשֶׂ֣ ר לָאִ֔ לֶךְ אֲשֶׁ֥ בִּיקָרֽוֹ׃ חָפֵ֥ץ הַמֶּ֖  

So, HAMAN took the garb and the horse and arrayed Mordecai and 
paraded him through the city square; and he proclaimed before him: This 
is what is done for the man whom the king desires to honor! 

י וַיָּשׇׁ֥ב עַר מׇרְדֳּכַ֖ לֶךְ אֶל־שַׁ֣ ף וְהָמָן֙ הַמֶּ֑ ל אֶל־בֵּית֔וֹ נדְִחַ֣ אשׁ׃ וַחֲפ֥וּי אָבֵ֖ ֹֽ ר  
 
Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate, while HAMAN hurried home,  
his head covered in mourning. 
 
 

Chapter 7 Verses 1-3  read by John Riehl 
 

א ֹ֤ לֶךְ֙ וַיּבָ ן הַמֶּ֙ ר לִשְׁתּ֖וֹת וְהָמָ֔ הַמַּלְכָּהֽ׃ עִם־אֶסְתֵּ֥  
אמֶר֩ ֹ֩ לֶךְ וַיּ ר הַמֶּ֨ ה הַשֵּׁניִ֙ בַּיּ֤וֹם גַּ֣ם לְאֶסְתֵּ֜ יןִ בְּמִשְׁתֵּ֣ ךְ הַיַּ֔ ר מַה־שְּׁאֵלָתֵ֛   אֶסְתֵּ֥

ה ךְ וְתִנָּ֣תֵןֽ הַמַּלְכָּ֖ ךְ לָ֑ י וּמַה־בַּקָּשָׁתֵ֛   וְתֵעָשֽׂ׃ הַמַּלְכ֖וּת עַד־חֲצִ֥
So the king and Haman came to feast with Queen Esther. 
On the second day, the king again asked Esther at the wine feast, “What 
is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your 
request? Even to half the kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.”  
 

עַן ר וַתַּ֨ ר הַמַּלְכָּה֙ אֶסְתֵּ֤ אתִי וַתּאֹמַ֔ ן אִם־מָצָ֨ יךָ֙ חֵ֤ לֶךְ בְּעֵינֶ֙ לֶךְ הַמֶּ֔  וְאִם־עַל־הַמֶּ֖
י ט֑וֹב י נפְַשִׁי֙ תִּנָּתֶֽן־לִ֤ לָתִ֔ י בִּשְׁאֵ֣   בְּבַקָּשָׁתִיֽ׃ וְעַמִּ֖

Queen Esther replied: “If Your Majesty will do me the favor, and if it 
pleases Your Majesty, let my life be granted me as my wish, and my 
people as my request. 
  

י רְנוּ֙ כִּ֤ י אֲנִ֣י נמְִכַּ֙ יד וְעַמִּ֔ ד לַהֲר֣וֹג לְהַשְׁמִ֖ אִלּ֠וּ וּלְאַבֵּ֑ ים וְ֠  וְלִשְׁפָח֤וֹת לַעֲבָדִ֨
רְנוּ֙ שְׁתִּי נמְִכַּ֙ י הֶחֱרַ֔ ין כִּ֣ ר אֵ֥ ה הַצָּ֛   הַמֶּלֶֽךְ׃          בְּנֵז֥קֶ שׁוֶֹ֖

For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, massacred, and 
exterminated. Had we only been sold as bondmen and bondwomen, I 
would have kept silent; for the adversary is not worthy of the king’s 
trouble.” 
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Chapter 7 Verses 4-6  Read by Mitch Pavao-Zuckerman (confirmed)  

ֹ֙אמֶר֙ לֶךְ וַיּ אמֶר אֲחַשְׁוֵר֔וֹשׁ הַמֶּ֣ ֹ֖ ר וַיּ ה לְאֶסְתֵּ֣ י הַמַּלְכָּ֑  ה֔וּא וְאֵיֽ־זֶה֣ זהֶ֙ ה֥וּא מִ֣
 כֵּןֽ׃ לַעֲשׂ֥וֹת לִבּ֖וֹ אֲשֶׁר־מְלָא֥וֹ

Thereupon King Ahasuerus demanded of Queen Esther, “Who is he and 
where is he who dared to do this?” 
 

אמֶר  ֹ֣ ר תּ ישׁ אֶסְתֵּ֔ ר אִ֚ ב צַ֣ ן וְאוֹיֵ֔ ע הָמָ֥ ן הַזֶּ֑ה הָרָ֖ ת וְהָמָ֣ לֶךְ מִלִּפְנֵי֥ נבְִעַ֔  הַמֶּ֖
  וְהַמַּלְכָּהֽ׃

“The adversary and enemy,” replied Esther, “is this evil HAMAN!” And 
HAMAN cringed in terror before the king and the queen.  
 

לֶךְ ם וְהַמֶּ֜ ה בַּחֲמָתוֹ֙ קָ֤ יןִ מִמִּשְׁתֵּ֣ ן אֶל־גִּנַּ֖ת הַיַּ֔ ן הַבִּיתָ֑ ד וְהָמָ֣ שׁ עָמַ֗  לְבַקֵּ֤
ר עַל־נפְַשׁוֹ֙ ה מֵאֶֽסְתֵּ֣ י הַמַּלְכָּ֔ ה כִּ֣ ה רָאָ֔ ה אֵלָ֛יו כִּיֽ־כָלְתָ֥ ת הָרָעָ֖  הַמֶּלֶֽךְ׃ מֵאֵ֥

The king, in his fury, left the wine feast for the palace garden, while 
HAMAN remained to plead with Queen Esther for his life; for he saw 
that the king had resolved to destroy him. 
 
 

 Chapter 7 Hebrew verses 8 – 10   Read by John Riehl (confirmed) 

לֶךְ ת שָׁב֩ וְהַמֶּ֡ ן מִגִּנַּ֨ ית הַבִּיתָ֜ ה ׀ אֶל־בֵּ֣ יןִ מִשְׁתֵּ֣ ל וְהָמָן֙ הַיַּ֗ ר עַל־הַמִּטָּה֙ נפֵֹ֔ אֲשֶׁ֣  
ר יהָ אֶסְתֵּ֣ אמֶר עָלֶ֔ ֹ֣ לֶךְ וַיּ גםַ הַמֶּ֔ י אֶת־הַמַּלְכָּ֛ה לִכְבּ֧וֹשׁ הֲ֠ יתִ עִמִּ֖ ר בַּבָּ֑ יצָָא֙ הַדָּבָ֗  

י לֶךְ מִפִּ֣ ן וּפְנֵי֥ הַמֶּ֔ חָפֽוּ׃ הָמָ֖   
When the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet room, 
HAMAN was lying prostrate on the couch on which Esther reclined. 
“Does he mean,” cried the king, “to ravish the queen in my own 
palace?” No sooner did these words leave the king’s lips than HAMAN’s 
face was covered.  
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אמֶר ֹ֣ רְבוֹנהָ וַיּ ד חַ֠ ים אֶחָ֨ לֶךְ לִפְנֵ֣י מִן־הַסָּרִיסִ֜ ץ גַּ֣ם הַמֶּ֗ ה הִנּהֵ־הָעֵ֣ אֲשֶׁר־עָשָׂ֪  

ן י הָמָ֟ ר לְמָֽרְדֳּכַ֞ לֶךְ דִּבֶּר־ט֣וֹב אֲשֶׁ֧ ית עמֵֹד֙ עַל־הַמֶּ֗ ן בְּבֵ֣ הַּ הָמָ֔ ֹ֖ ים גָּב ה חֲמִשִּׁ֣ אַמָּ֑  
אמֶר ֹ֥ לֶךְ וַיּ עָלָיֽו׃ תְּלֻ֥הוּ הַמֶּ֖   

Then Harbonah, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 
“What is more, a stake is standing at HAMAN’s house, fifty cubits high, 
which HAMAN made for Mordecai—the man whose words saved the 
king.” “Impale him on it!” the king ordered.  
 

ןאֶת־ וַיּתְִלוּ֙ ץ הָמָ֔ ין עַל־הָעֵ֖ י אֲשֶׁר־הֵכִ֣ ת לְמָרְדֳּכָ֑ לֶךְ וַחֲמַ֥ שָׁכָכָֽה׃ הַמֶּ֖   
So, they impaled HAMAN on the stake which he had put up for Mordecai, 
and the king’s fury abated.  
 

La kova sheli/ My Hat/  י לַכּוֹבַע לִּ שֶׁ  
י לַכּוֹבַע לִּ נּוֹת שָׁלֹשׁ שֶׁ פִּ  
נּוֹת שָׁלֹשׁ י לַכּוֹבַע פִּ לִּ שֶׁ  
נּוֹת שָׁלֹשׁ לוֹ הָיוּ לוּלֵא פִּ  - 

י הַכּוֹבַע זֶה הָיהָ לֹא לִּ שֶׁ ! 
 

La-kova sheli shalosh pinot, 
shalosh pinot la-kova sheli 
Lulei hayu lo shalosh pinot, 
lo hayah zeh ha-kova sheli  

 
(My hat has three corners. If it did not have three corners, it would not be 
my hat!) 
 
Team Esther 
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Then the king said: "What? No more mister nice guy! Use the gallows to 
hang HAMAN!” 
Now the story's not quite over. The king didn’t like to change his orders 
once he'd given them so the order to kill all the Jews was still in force. 
But Esther spoke up, and the king gave the order that the Jews could 
defend themselves so that when their enemies came to them the Jews 
survived by fighting back.  
 
Team Mordechai   
Then the king made Mordecai his prime minister and gave him a very 
snazzy palace of his own, which incidentally had belonged to HAMAN. 
And so almost everybody lived happily ever after! 
Now what can we learn from all this? 
As it is written in the books of the Wise Ones, coincidence is God's way 
of staying anonymous,   
and if you come to a fork in the road, you should definitely take it,  
At the end of the day when we take off the masks we wear for the world, 
 
Who are we really? 
We can all be Mordecai. ​   
We can all be Esther. 
Stand up for justice. ​ ​   
Don't bow to evil. 
We serve the Holy One and this makes us free! 
 

Chapter 9 Read by Shelley Reese 
 

Mordechai and Esther wrote down this story, and decided that from that 
day on, the Jews should celebrate this day, Purim, on the 14th of Adar.  
That was the day HAMAN had planned to kill the Jews, but they were 
saved instead.   
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Chapter 10 ( Read by All)  
 
Mordechai and Esther taught that the Jews should send gifts to each other 
(mishloach manot), give tzedakah to the poor (mattanot le-evyonim), and 
tell the story of what happened on that first Purim.  And the Jews have 
done these things every year, for thousands of years ever since.  
 
Read by Rabbi Josh  
This year at Oseh Shalom we will be fulfilling the mitzvah of Mattanot 
Leevyomim (gifts to the poor) by contributing to LARS, the agency in 
Laurel that assists people in need. We will be passing the” Kippah” at the 
end of the service so that you can make a direct cash contribution, or you 
can make an online contribution directly to LARS by using your phone to 
connect to the LARS donation web page using the QR code on the Card 
at the back of the sanctuary and in the social hall.  
 

Hebrew verses 2 – 3​ Read by Rabbi Josh  

ה י גְּדֻלַּ֣ת וּפָרָשַׁת֙ וּגבְ֣וּרָת֔וֹ תָקְפּוֹ֙ וְכָל־מַעֲשֵׂ֤ ר מָרְדֳּכַ֔ לֶךְ גִּדְּל֖וֹ אֲשֶׁ֥ הַמֶּ֑  
ם ים הֲלוֹא־הֵ֣ פֶר֙ כְּתוּבִ֗ י עַל־סֵ֙ ים דִּבְרֵ֣ י הַיּמִָ֔ י לְמַלְכֵ֖ ס׃ מָדַ֥ וּפָרָֽ  

All his mighty and powerful acts, and a full account of the greatness to 
which the king advanced Mordecai, are recorded in the Annals of the 
Kings of Media and Persia. 

י י ׀ כִּ֣ י מָרְדֳּכַ֣ לֶךְ מִשְׁנהֶ֙ הַיּהְוּדִ֗ ים וְגדָוֹל֙ אֲחַשְׁוֵר֔וֹשׁ לַמֶּ֣ ב וְרָצ֖וּי לַיּהְוּדִ֔ ֹ֣ לְר  
יו שׁ אֶחָ֑ ר לְעַמּ֔וֹ טוֹב֙ דּרֵֹ֥ לְכָל־זרְַעֽוֹ׃ שָׁל֖וֹם וְדבֵֹ֥   

For Mordecai the Jew ranked next to King Ahasuerus and was highly 
regarded by the Jews and popular with the multitude of his brethren; he 
sought the good of his people and interceded for the welfare of all his 
kindred.  
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