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Zohar Vol. 1 193ab (Translated by Daniel Matt)

Come and see how deeply human beings should contemplate the service of the
blessed Holy One, engaging in Torah day and night in order to discover and ponder
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His service. For Torah proclaims every day before a person: Whoever is simple, turn
in here! (Proverbs 9:4). ..

When one engages in Torah and cleaves to her, he becomes worthy of grasping the
Tree of Life, as is written: She is a tree of life to those who grasp her (ibid. 3:18).
Come and see: The Tree of Life embraces many rungs distinct from one another, yet
all is one.

In the Tree of Life are rungs one above another: branches and leaves, bark, trunk of
the tree, roots—and all is the tree.

Similarly, whoever engages Torah is enhanced, grasping the Tree of Life. All scions
of faith, Israel, grasp the Tree of Life—some joined to the actual tree, to its trunk;
some joined to the branches, some to the leaves, some to the roots.

Consequently, all of them are joined to the Tree of Life, and those who engage in
Torah are all joined to the trunk of the tree. So, whoever engages in Torah is joined to
all, as has been established and explained. 2
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Numbers 8 1-4

God spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to Aaron and say to him, “n%vn2 (Be-ha’alotekha), When you light up [or:
when you kindle, when you set up], the lamps, toward the front of the lampstand shall
the seven lamps give light

Aaron did so; he mounted the lamps at the front of the lampstand, as God had
commanded Moses.—

Now this is how the lampstand was made: it was hammered work of gold, hammered
from base to petal. According to the pattern that God had shown Moses, so was the
lampstand made.

Midrash
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2 embraces many rungs... The various aspects of the Tree of Life correspond to various levels of
meaning in Torah, such as literal, midrashic, allegorical, and esoteric. One who engages deeply in
Torah grasps the trunk and thereby the entire tree, just as in sefirotic terms, Tif'eret encompasses
the entire divine organism.
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Bamidbar Rabba 15 1 :
“Toward the front of the candelabrum” — [a person] flesh and blood kindles from a
kindled lamp. Could one, perhaps, kindle from darkness?
[in the story of creation] it is stated: “Darkness upon the face of the deep” (Genesis
1:2).
What is written thereafter? “God said: Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3).
[God said:] ‘From the darkness I produced light, and do | need your light?!
| said it to you only to elevate you: “fo kindle a lamp continually”’ (Exodus 27:20).
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Bamidbar Rabba 15 1: That which the verse said: “For You light my lamp” (Psalms
18:29) — Israel said before the blessed Holy One: ‘Master of the universe, You say
that we should illuminate before You, but You are the light of the world, and light
resides with You, as it is written: “And the light rests with Him” (Daniel 2:22). But
you say: “Toward the front of the candelabrum the seven lamps shall illuminate™’
(Numbers 8:2). That is: “For You light my lamp.

The blessed Holy One said to them: ‘It is not that I need you, but rather that you shall
illuminate for Me the way that I illuminated for you. .. The blessed Holy One would
lead them and illuminate for them, as it is stated: “The Lord was going before them by
day [in a pillar of cloud...and by night in a pillar of fire, to illuminate for them]”
(Exodus 13:21). When the Tabernacle stood, the Holy One blessed be He called
Moses and said to him: ‘Illuminate for Me,’ as it is stated: “Kindle [behaalotekha] the
lamps” — in order to elevate [/e ‘alot] you.

Kabbalah
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The Human Soul in the Candle of God (prov. 20:27)

The essence of faith and the root of the holy intention for a human being in this world
is to serve his Creator, to repair his soul, to be enlightened with the light of the living
(Job 33:30).

And delve deeply, because the secret of faith and the root of intention is that a person
in this world be a foundation and seat upon which may rest the Throne on High.

He is the wick, and the mitzvoth and the good deeds are the oil to prepare the wick
and to provide the oil on the head of the wick, so that the radiant light will shine on
her so that she will be illumined before her Creator.

And this is what the master of secrets said: ‘May your clothes always be white and no
lack of oil on your head,” (Kohelet 9:8) so that this light of which we spoke will shine
upon her and her candle will not go out by night (Pro 31:18).

And the essence of the mitzvoth and good deeds that a person does in this world is to
prepare his soul and to repair great and good matters above,

and draw forth upon him the abundant light from above.

Moshe Di Leon, Shekel Hakodesh, Western Gate, Element —Earth
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Zohar 3:150a

Rabbi Aha said, "When the Deepest of All radiates into the Stream, and the Stream
flows in a straight path, watering all, then is written be-4aa lot - when he elevates,
for they issue from the Deepest of All. Be-Aa ‘alot, When he elevates—for it comes
from the highest aspect, Depth of All, called Thought. All is one entity. Then
Assembly of Israel is blessed, and blessings spread throughout all worlds"

Chassidut

Art Green



NINIT NI 1IN TR 21D 9 DR NI AR nibwa “When you raise up the lamps,
all seven flames should shine toward the face of the menorah (8:2).”

Read be-he ‘alotheka et ha-nerot, “as you are raised up along with the lamps.” The
“face” of the menorah represents the “face” of Y-H-W-H, the great source of light
from which blessing shines forth, as we just read in the priestly blessing (Numbers
6:27). The seven lamps, say many of the Hasidic authors, represent the seven middot
or moral qualities of the person. These must all be part of our “ascent,” our journey
upward (or inward!). You cannot make that journey unless they are all facing toward
the great Source of Light.

This is a good place to review a contemporary reading of those middot. Really they
are five:

vorr Hesed: Love and compassion for God’s Creation and all within it, each creature
imbued with the spirit of Y-H-W-H,;

77922 Gevurah: Strength of character; good judgment; holding back when necessary;

nanon Tif’eret: The beauty and dignity of being a person who attains the proper
balance between Zesed and gevurah. For the hasid (remember always that the word
derives from hesed!), this means ever being pulled toward the right, placing
compassion above all, but without getting out of balance;

n¥2 Netsah: A sense of triumph, accomplishment, but without triumphalism.
Overcoming the pride and self-satisfaction that can derive from all that balancing,
realizing that the battle is never fully won;

717 Hod: The grace of submission — recognizing how much lies beyond us - and
gratitude for all we have received,, hoda 'ak and hodayah. (Neither word really
derives from hod, but that’s how they read it!)

The final two are 79 Yesod, the “foundation” you create within the self by joining
all these together, and nmo%» Malkhut, the dwelling or tabernacle you build on that
foundation, allowing shekhinah to dwell within you and within the community you
build in ever expanding circles around you.

It is with these that we turn toward the Face of Light, reflecting back the light that we
have been given. Think of this as a bit of Hasidic mussar. If you want to “rise up
with the lights,” you’ve got to take these seven with you. Otherwise you’re just
“getting high,” not “rising up.”



