
 

February 21, 2025 
 
Mr. John Riehl 
By electronic transmission 
 
Dear John: 
 
It is with enthusiasm that I write to inform you that the officers of the board of governors of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College and Reconstructing Judaism accepted my recommendation 
that we grant you the Presidential Recognition Award at the 2025/5785 graduation ceremony, 
which will be held at the Muller Theater at Abington Friends School in Jenkintown, PA on Sunday, 
May 18, 2025. 
 
We honor you for your longstanding identification with and championing of a Reconstructionist 
approach, which has taken concrete form through your involvement in myriad Reconstructionist 
organizations. You are a stalwart at Oseh Shalom, serving in multiple leadership roles, some 
repeatedly. You were long a board member of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation and joined 
the initial cohort of board members to help govern the new organization, bringing the same 
passion, independence and commitment to excellence to the organization that ultimately became 
Reconstructing Judaism. In both organizations, you especially championed the Chesapeake region, 
that collection of vibrant Reconstructionist communities of which Oseh Shalom is a shining 
member. Hundreds of people across the movement benefited from the spirit you infused as co-chair 
of B’Yachad, the 2022 Reconstructionist movement convention.  
 
John, you share your time, your financial resources and your sharp acumen at every level of the 
movement. You encourage us to think broadly and deeply about the state of the world, the positions 
of the Reconstructionist movement and the ways in which we can make maximum impact. In these 
ways, you are powerfully representative of a Reconstructionist approach. 
 
It is especially exciting that as we honor you with this award, we will also be able to announce the 
underwriting of a braille version of the Reconstructionist makhzor. The translations of other 
volumes in the Kol Haneshamah exist because of your direct interventions. It is a fitting tribute to 
you that this summative translation will happen in celebration of you and all you have contributed. 
 
I look forward to sharing the bimah with you in May. 
 
Warmly, 
 

 
 
Rabbi Deborah Waxman, Ph.D. 
President and CEO 
 
Cc: Seth Rosen 
 Susan Berman 


