
Helene (and Milton) Disaster Relief Support Options 
 

Oseh Shalom’s congregation is guided by the values of Tikkum Olum and Tzedek, and we do so 

with abundant generosity. In times such as these, we contribute to a wide range of initiatives 

whether they are for humanitarian aid or to respond to systemic poverty.  

 

As Climate Change has accelerated, hurricane seasons are longer, the storms bigger and stronger, 

and they are moving further inland. Cities like Asheville, NC have been devastated by Helene, but 

we should be mindful that many of those hardest hit live in smaller towns and communities 

throughout Appalachian Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Georgia.  In the Appalachian rural 

areas, homes and other properties have been washed away along the rivers, streams, and creeks. 

People who live in the hollows that exist on the mountains have lost their homes and belongings.  

Getting aid to them is difficult and in some instances impossible by vehicle (In some instances in 

Western NC, food and supplies are being delivered by goats and mules in  cases). Death and 

devastation can be seen in Florida’s Gulf Coast as well and a new hurricane is expected again on 

the Gulf Coast. 

 

People have requested information about where contributions can be sent. Below is a list of links of 

Jewish and secular as well as local, regional and national groups you might consider for donations. 

Those who know about other Jewish or other fundraising efforts and other resources should let Louise 

Weissman (or who?) know.  They can be added to the list by emailing louise.weissman2@gmail.com 

(or who?) 

 

Federations Supporting Disaster Assistance, and Other Jewish Sources 

 

The Greater Miami Jewish Federation 

https://jewishmiami.org/gift/hurricane-helene/ 

 

Jewish Federation of Greater Charlotte 

https://www.jewishcharlotte.org 

 

Greensboro Jewish Federation 

https://www.shalomgreensboro.org/ 

 

Jewish Federation of Raleigh-Cary 

www.shalomraleigh.org 

  

Chabad of Asheville and Western North Carolina 

https://www.chabadasheville.org/ 

 

Temple Beth El (Charlotte) 

https://templebethel.org/help-our-neighbors-affected-by-hurricane-helene/ 
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Federal, NGOs and Local/Regional Groups 

 
FEMA 

While individuals do not make contributions to FEMA, it is a capable agency that responds to 

emergencies.  Reminder:  FEMA's mission is to help people before and after disasters. The agency has 

put together comprehensive information in response to the hurricane, including: how to apply for relief, 

and a response to the rumors being made that it doesn’t have funds and it is not involved in the response.  

It’s good information to share if you know people whose lives were impacted or simply interested.  

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/current/hurricane-helene 

 

Red Cross: 

https://www.redcross.org/donate/dr/hurricane-helene.html/  

 

World Central Kitchen (WCK) 

WCK is often the first to arrive at the frontlines and on the ground providing meals in response to 

humanitarian, climate, and community crises. They are working in multiple states in response to 

those in need after Helene. 

https://www.wck.org 

 

Other Disaster Relief Organizations Recommendations 
This list includes links to a variety of sources. It includes a couple of Florida-based groups for those 

interested in supporting responses there as well as the over 400 verified GoFundMe pages where help is 

needed. Misc. Disaster Relief Resources 

 

Center for Disaster Philanthropy (CDP) 

Based in Washington, DC, the Center for Disaster Philanthropy (CDP)  works with non-profit 

partners and donors (donor-advised funds and foundations) across the nation helping organizations 

involved in disaster relief to help communities recover stronger after events like Helene and Milton. 

Gifts will help survivors of wildfires, hurricanes, complex humanitarian emergencies, COVID-19 and 

other disasters worldwide on the long road to recovery, which often takes months, even years. The 

Appalachia Funders Network (below) is a member organization. 

www.https://disasterphilanthropy.org/ 

 

Appalachia Funders Network (AFN)/Appalachian Helene Response Fund (AHRF) 

The Appalachia Funders Network is a consortium of public, private and philanthropic funds along 

with other investors to create transformational impact in the Appalachian region 

M I’ll buy TVk by m   n.  The initiative is composed of over 70 funders that have a variety of focuses 

and approaches, but are all committed to advancing a socio-economic transition in the region. 

 

AFN members are deeply rooted in their communities. As a collaboration, the response fund is 

designed to provide sustained support immediately and equitably, prioritizing the hardest-hit areas in 

the six states impacted by the storm. The link to a list of the AFN members is below, and while the 

Appalachia Helene Response Fund (AHRF) was organized at the request of funders and 

organizations, individuals can contribute immediately.  

AFN Membership List: AFN Members 

For contributions and resources: Helene Fund Contributions and Resource  Links 
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