
 

 

 

Reconstructing Judaism and the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association are horrified by today’s massive attack on 
Israel by Hamas. We condemn the attacks unequivocally and join in solidarity with the people of Israel on this 
harrowing and difficult day. The scope and magnitude of these attacks, intentionally conducted in the early hours of 
Shabbat and Simchat Torah, is on a scale not seen in many years. Over 250 Israelis have been killed, over 1400 
wounded, and dozens of Israelis have reportedly been kidnapped and taken hostage by Hamas. We pray for the 
safety of all those taken hostage and call for their immediate release. 

We hold the leaders of Hamas and other militant groups responsible for this senseless loss of life, and we demand 
international accountability for these outrageous war crimes. Today, thousands of families across Israel are terrified. 
We are scared for them. We are also scared for Palestinian families in the West Bank and Gaza. We know this violence 
will lead to more violence. Israel has already launched strikes in Gaza, and hundreds of Palestinians have been killed. 
This is a day of profound anguish and horror. 

We support Israel’s right to defend itself in line with international law in the face of such violent and indiscriminate 
attacks. We pray for a swift end to this violence, and we hope that a slide into even further conflagration and 
suffering for Israelis and Palestinians can be prevented. When it is over, we recommit ourselves the working for a 
just and long-term solution. 

 

Prayers for Peace in Israel 
 

Prayer for Peace in Israel during Wartime 
 
by Rabbi Ron Aigen 

 

 

 

Tefilah L’medinat Yisrael: Prayer for the State 

of Israel 
 
from Kol Haneshamah – Shabbat Vehagim 
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