A Quick Dive into the Deep Spirituality of Hasidism
With Rabbi Josh Jacobs-Velde

1) The Baal Shem Tov (or perhaps the Maggid of Mezeritch or a different early Hasidic
rebbe) on “The View”:
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It is a great advantage when a person continually contemplates in their heart that they are in
the presence of the Blessed Creator, that It is surrounding them on all sides. One should be so
attached (davuk) that one should not need to resettle oneself continually that they are in the
presence of the Blessed One, only that one should behold the Blessed Creator within one’s
consciousness (b’ayin ha’sechel), and [realize] that One is the Place of the world. That is to
say—that It existed before the world was created, and the world exists within the Blessed

Creator...
One should contemplate that the Blessed Creator is the Ein Sof, encompassing (makif) all the

worlds, and Its divine energy (shefa) flows from above to below through channels (tzinorot) in
all the worlds. We are always walking within the Blessed Creator, and we cannot make a single

movement without Its shefa and vitalizing energy (chiyut).

-From Sefer Baal Shem Tov al HaTorah, Parshat Ekev, #42 (originally from Likkutim Yekarim)
Translation by R. Josh Jacobs-Velde, with some insight from R. Menachem Kallus.



The Baal Shem Tov on Divine Immanence:
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1) The Blessed Creator is found in every movement. It is impossible to make a single movement
or speak a single word without the power of the Blessed Creator, and this is [the meaning of]
the verse “the entire Earth is filled with the Divine Presence/Glory” (m’lo kol ha’aretz k’vodo,
Isaiah 6:3, Kedushah prayer).

-From Sefer Baal Shem Tov, Bereishit #14, originally from Keter Shem Tov, trans. Rabbi Josh.
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2) On the verse: “the entire Earth is filled with the Divine Presence/m’lo kol ha’aretz kavodo.”
Divine kavod (Presence/Glory) should be understood in the sense of a “garment (levush).” [This
seems to be based on a usage in the Talmud Bavli Shabbat 113b] I.e. the Blessed Name, as it
were, is enclothed (m’luvash) even in all materiality (gashmiyut). And that is [the meaning of]
m’lo kol ha’aretz kavodo—even materiality is the garment of God.

-Sefer Baal Shem Tov, Bereishit #15, originally from Lekutim Yekarim, trans. Rabbi Josh.

3) Another commonly used “garmenting” metaphor for the relationship of God and creation:
like a snail whose garment is an inseparable part of it (k’hadin kamtza d’luvushei minei u’vei).

--See Sefer Baal Shem Tov Bereishit p. 46, text is originally from Bereishit Rabbah, 500CE.
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Kadosh, kadosh, kadosh, Adonai tzva’ot. M’lo kol ha’aretz kavodo.

Holy, holy, holy is the God of all forces/multiplicity. The entire Earth is filled with the Divine
Presence. (Isaiah 6:3)



