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COMPLETE YOUR HIGH HOLY DAY REGISTRATION

DEADLINE TO REGISTER BY MAIL IS AUGUST 2nd
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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE - Andy Lincoln & Ray Wacks
HIGH HOLY DAY OPTIONS REFLECT RANGE OF NEEDS
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FROM OUR SYNAGOGUE ADMINISTRATOR
-
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BACK TO SHUL BBQ—FRIDAY, AUGUST 20th
FOOD, MUSIC & SPIRIT—In-Person & Zoom
6:00 pm

-

7:30 pm
-
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RABBI REBECCA’S RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CORNER
JAM PACKED YEAR OF LEARNING & FUN FOR OSRS
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WANTED—ONEG DISCUSSION INSPIRATIONS
As we plan for this year’s Oneg Groups, let us know how
you envision our theme of “Hope & Healing.” What might
be possible? Do you have other ideas of something you
would like to discuss with your fellow congregants or an
experience to share together after services? Reach out
to Rabbi Daria with your ideas!
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS VICE PRESIDENT
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John Riehl
Religious VP
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MEET OUR NEW BOOKKEEPER, STEVEN PAPIER
-
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BECOME A MEMBER OF OSEH SHALOM
BECOME A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY!
·
·
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·
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Ann Wittik-Bravmann, Membership Chair

CRAFT ZOOM MEET-UPS - COME JOIN US!
—
—
–

-

-
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Oseh Shalom wins Maryland State Grant For Security Enhancements
In mid-February, we learned that there were funds available through the Maryland Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention,
Youth, & Victim Services for a grant to be used to reduce security vulnerabilities at Oseh Shalom. We had a very tight
timeline - just over 2 weeks - to complete the application and obtain estimates for all of the security enhancements we
hoped to accomplish if we were awarded the grant funds.
We quickly put together a team, some familiar with state & federal grant writing and some who had never even seen a grant
application. Andy Lincoln, Linda Bergofsky, Mark Cook, Shelley Reese, Michael Cornell, Gary Magnus, Seth Eaton and Brian
Hinman completed this Herculean task in this short time frame of 2 weeks. We were guided through the process by Linda and
Andy who kept us focused on protocol, Mark and Andy who are familiar with federal/state grant uploads aiding the process of
submitting required documents, and the rest of us who wrote the content that resulted in an amazing final application. And it was
amazing – we were awarded the full amount of $191,943 for Security Enhancements to Reduce Vulnerabilities at Oseh Shalom
that included the following:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Intrusion alarm upgrades and strengthening of front door
New state-of-the-art Access Control System
A bollard at the entrance (have you seen our beautiful planter out front?)
Upgrades and new camera systems with remote access
New fixed lighting in the parking lot
Motion activated lighting around the building.
New locking devices for both inside and outside
Video door intercoms
Bullet-resistant glass in all doors and windows
Better indoor paging system

March 30, 2021, when the awards were to be announced, came and went. As ALL work had to be contracted and paid for by
June 30th (end of Maryland’s fiscal year), we were beginning to get nervous that we would not get the award. Days, then weeks
went by with no word. THEN, on May 6th, we got word from the Governor’s Office’s: “I am pleased to inform you that your
grant application submitted by Oseh Shalom Congregation, entitled ‘Security Enhancements to Reduce Vulnerabilities
at Oseh Shalom’, in the amount of $191,943 has received approval under the Protections Against Hate Crimes program.”
WOW! We got to work almost immediately to complete our projects. We are proud to announce that we DID complete the
enhancements mentioned above, spending $191,851.63, and all work has been completed by the time you read this article.
(FYI, On April 23, our same team submitted another grant application, this one to the Department of Homeland Security for
additional security enhancements and we are awaiting the results of that grant.)
As Security & Safety Chair, I want to thank the Grant Committee for their incredible insight and knowledge and especially their
diligence, hard work and time commitment in not only writing the grant, but in the decision making and implementation. A special
thanks goes to our Project Manager/Synagogue Administrator Mark Cook who amazingly coordinated contractors and oversaw
the implementation of all the work.
We also want to thank the generous (anonymous) donor who fronted the full amount of the grant money to allow us to complete
the work and submit receipts for reimbursement.
And finally, our thanks to The Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services which funded this project under
sub award PAHC-2021-0004. All points of view in the above are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official
position of any Maryland State agency.

Brian Hinman
Security & Safety Committee Chair
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Speaking of Grants—SOCIAL JUSTICE & SACRED GROUNDS GRANT

DISCUSSIONS LED BY RABBINIC INTERN FARYN BORELLA
Friday, August 20 7:30 pm Back to Shul Night
LAND OF CREATION

Sunday, August 22 10:00-11:30 am
RETURN TO THE LAND OF YOUR SOUL
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Upcoming Lifelong Learning Programs
Movies, Comedy, Books, History

-

-

SIGN UP FOR THE MEN’S CLUB HOLIDAY GIFT BASKETS BY AUG. 8
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AUGUST

-

SEPTEMBER

KVELLING KORNER
Congratulations to Matthew Lessler, son of Sara & Bruce Lessler, on
his graduation from Mount Saint Joseph High School in Baltimore.
Matthew will be attending McDaniel College in Westminster,
Maryland ,where he will be in the honors program majoring in
Computer Science and Spanish. He will also be a member of the
McDaniel Men’s Swim Team.
Mazel Tov to Ariel Uy, daughter of Lili Barouch, on her graduation from
Carnegie Mellon University with a degree in Math and Computer Science.
She is heading to Silicon Valley as a Software Engineer!
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Oseh Shalom
7515 Olive Branch Way
Phone: 301-498-5151
Joshua Jacobs-Velde, Rabbi
Daria Jacobs-Velde,
Rabbi
Shelley Reese, Editor
Marcia Dresner, Co-Editor
Melody Magnus, Co-Editor
www.oseh-shalom.org

Oseh Shalom is a vibrant, inclusive Reconstructionist synagogue, with members throughout the
Baltimore-Washington area, dedicated to providing a supportive community for
celebrating Jewish life through prayer, learning and social action.

