“Rings of Wisdom”

A Guide to the Hebrew Inscriptions
in the Oseh Shalom Sanctuary
Commentary by Rabbi Gary S. Fink

The Three Rings: Sanctuary as Torah Scroll

Three rings of Hebrew quotations circle the inside of Oseh
Shalom’s sanctuary. The “Rings of Wisdom” are an integral part
of architect Travis Price’s original vision of a sanctuary that comes
alive with the inspired wisdom of our ancestors.

The Oseh Shalom sanctuary becomes a symbolic Torah scroll,
reflecting the highest wvalues of Jewish tradition and
Reconstructionist thought. In the words of local scholar Avi West,
“the rings of wisdom articulate a ‘mission statement’ for Oseh
Shalom as a congregation, and for all of us as Jews ?

The Rings of Wisdom: Creation, Torah and Redemption

The upper ring—at the top of the dome—contains quotes that
express the theme of creation. The middle ring—at the base of the
dome—relates to the theme of Torah (spiritual enlightenment).

 The third ring of Hebrew wisdom circles the entire sanctuary. It
reflects the theme of redemption. The themes of creation, Torah,
and redemption form the core structure of the traditional prayer
service.

Selection of Quotes

Each quotation articulates a core Jewish value, expresses a
Reconstructionist Jewish perspectlve and represents an aspect of
our synagogue community.

In some cases, the sanctuary inscription (indicated in italics)
contains words from a longer text, all of which is cited in this
brochure. The quotations start near the right side of the pulpit area
(bima).



Upper Ring: The Light of Creation
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“God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.” (Genesis
1:3) |
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“God created humanity in the image of God, in the image of God
were humans created.” (Genesis 1:27)
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“God saw all that had been made, and found it very good.”
(Genesis 1:31)
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“On the seventh day God ceased, and drew a breath of rest.”
(Exodus 31:17)
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“May the One who creates harmony above, make peace for us,
for all Israel, and for all who dwell on earth.” (Kol Haneshamah p.
323). [The name of our congregation comes from this prayer:
“oseh shalom” means “one who makes peace.”]
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“Let every living thing sing God’s praises.” (Psalm 150:6)
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“This is the day that God has made, let us exult and rejoice on
it.” (Psalm 118:24) |
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“With You is the fountain of life; by Your light do we see light.”
(Psalm 36:10)
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“Blessed is the One who spoke and all things came to be.” (Kol
Haneshamah p. 177)
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“Let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among
them.” (Exodus 25:8)

Middle Ring: The Light of Torah
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“Enlighten our eyes with your Torah, cause our hearts to cling
to your mitzvot.” (Kol Haneshamah p. 275)
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“For the commandment (mitzvah) is a lamp, the teaching
(torah) is a light. (Proverbs 6:23)
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“With a kgreat love have you loved us...imparting to our
ancestors laws of life.” (Kol Haneshamah p. 273)
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“Place into our hearts ability to understand, to see, to hear, to learn,
to teach, to keep, to do, and to uphold with love all that we study
of your Toerah.” (Kol Haneshamah p. 273)

ShE- el
UK P 08

“Surely, this Instruction which I enjoin upon you this day is not too
baffling for you, nor is it beyond your reach. It is not in the
heavens, that you should say: ‘Who among us can go up to the
heavens and get it for us and impart it to us, that we may observe



it?”  Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say: ‘Who
among us can cross to the other side of the sea and get it for us and
impart it to us, that we may observe it?’ It is very close to you, in
your mouth and in your heart.” (Deut. 30:11-14)
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“It is a tree of life to those who hold onto it, all who uphold it are
happy. Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are
peace.” (Kol Haneshamah p.441)

TN KYN 1Y 05

“For instruction shall come forth from Zion, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3)
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“There shall be one law for the citizen and for the stranger who
dwells among you.” (Lev. 24: 22)
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“Give me understanding that I may learn Your
commandments.” (Psalm 119:73)
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“Blessed are you Adonai, our God, the soverelgn of all worlds that
sanctifies us with your mitzvot, and ordained that we occupy
ourselves with words of Torah.” (Kol Haneshamah p.169)
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“Your teaching is my delight.” (Psalm 119:174)



Lower Ring: The Light of Redemption

Redemption in Jewish Tradition

In Jewish tradition, redemption describes a state of fulfillment—
individual, communal or ecological. The mission of the Jew is to
move the world closer to redemption through everyday acts of
tikkun (wholeness and healing). Literally, tikkun means “repair,”
and refers to our obligation to bring fulfillment to an imperfect
world. | T
According to Jewish philosophy, the world was created
incomplete. The purpose of humanity is to participate with the
Divine Spirit in order to complete the work of creation and to bring
about redemption.

The Ring of Redemption circles the sanctuary on six sections of
wall. Each section describes a particular aspect of redemption.
The following commentary begins with a description of the wall
above the center pulpit area, and continues counterclockwise (right
to left):

First Section: Redemption as Personal and. Universal
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“May God bless you and keep you. May God’s Presence shine
upon you, and show you favor. May God’s Presence be lifted
toward you and bestow upon you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26)
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“God shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
- peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” (Isaiah 2:4)



Second Section: Non-Vielence
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“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard with the kid,
...and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall
graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
poisonous snake, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain.” (Isaiah 11:6-9)

Third Section: Peace
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“Spread over us the shelter of your peace.” (Kol Haneshamah
p.81)
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“Grant peace, goodness and blessing in the world, grace, love,
and mercy over us and over all your people Israel. Bless us,
source of being, all of us, as one amid your light, for by your light,
our God, you give to us Torah of life, and love of kindness, justice,
blessing, mercy, life, and peace. So may it be a good thing in
your eyes, to bless your people Israel, and all peoples, with
abundant strength and peace.” (Kol Haneshamah p.321)
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“My covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the Lord.”
(Isazah 54:10) -



Fourth Section: Righteousness
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“Justice, justice you shall pursue.”
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“And if not now, when??” (Pirke Avot 1:14) |
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“The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which
shines brighter and brighter until full day.” (Proverbs 4:18)

Fifth Section: Hope h
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“T lift ﬁp my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”
(Psalm 121:1-2)

TTEY TR 13 P KR KT MBIy K033 IR 05 D3
DYDY TINT MM A3 anaws 1 B3 139879 Tom 210 N

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they
comfort me...Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my
whole life long.” (Psalm 23: 4-6)
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“You turned my lament into dancing. ” (Psalm 30:12)

Sixth Section: Liberation
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“Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your
God redeemed you from there.” (Deuteronomy 24:18)
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“I will free you from the burdens of the Egyptians; I will deliver
you from slavery to them. I will redeem vou with an outstretched
arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my
people, and I will be your God.” (Exodus 6:6-7)
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“Proclaim liberty throughout the fand to all its inhabitants.”
(Leviticus 25:10)



