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Rabbi’s Message
Dear Hevre,
I hope this message finds you well. This month we celebrate the holiday of Shavuot. At
Shavuot, we not only remember the time of offering the first fruits (bikkurim) of a new
harvest season, we also commemorate the gift of the Torah. Tradition tells that, after our
departure from Egypt, it was on this date that our ancestors received the Decalogue (Ten
Commandments) at Mt. Sinai. Thus, at Shavuot we celebrate the legacy of our Jewish textual
and literary heritage, including the Torah itself.
Our services for the holiday will occur at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, May 14th, at 10 AM on
Wednesday, May 15th. The service on Wednesday morning will include Yizkor, the memorial
service.
On Tuesday evening May 14th, after our holiday evening service, we will hold the Tikkun Leil
Shavuot, the evening study session, which is special for Shavuot. Because Shavuot is the
agricultural holiday of offering bikkurim (first fruits), we will focus the study session on the
topic of “The First Harvest of a New Literary Generation”. We will focus on modern fiction
and poetry by the rising stars of American Jewish and Israeli writers. I will co-teach the
session with Erez Golan, our visiting Israel educator. Dairy treats and other refreshments will
be served.
Continued on next page

Tot Shabbat
Tots and their parents gather in the Sanctuary for the beginning of the Family Service,
starting at 7:30 PM on the first Friday night of each month. At 7:45 we invite the young
children into the Quiet Room for the Tot Shabbat service. The children are invited, but of
course not required, to join in the program, which
lasts about 25 minutes. Afterwards, the Tot Shabbat
participants may return to the sanctuary for the end
of the Family Service. Please spread the word to
anyone you know who has young children!
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Rabbi’s Message (continued)
Continued from page 1

Of course, the holiday of Shavuot is not the only opportunity at Oseh Shalom to engage with our
literary heritage and to celebrate our legacy of Torah. As a community, we offer numerous opportunities for learning and study for all ages. For example, nearly every Shabbat morning our service includes the opportunity for Torah study and discussion, usually in a small, friendly group
setting, within a framework of the basic Shabbat morning prayers.
Please note that, beginning in May, we will begin holding monthly ’traditionally-oriented’
Shabbat morning services. At these services we will include a more full ordering of the morning
prayer service—including the pesukei d’zimra preliminary service and schacharit—and a Torah
discussion. These more “traditionally-oriented” Shabbat morning services will be held on
May 11th, June 8th, and July 13th at 10 AM.
Another adult study opportunity will begin on Thursday, May 16th at noon. Starting that day, I’ll
offer a four-session course on “Who is a Jew Today: Identity & Status in the Non-Traditional Family. This class will repeat some material from a course I taught on Wednesday evenings earlier in
the year. The four sessions will occur on May 16th, 23rd and 30th, and June 6th. Brown bag a
dairy lunch. Drinks will be provided.
Please join me for as many of these programs and services as you can. I look forward to Shavuot
and so many other occasions to celebrate our Torah and our literary heritage.
Shalom,
Rabbi Doug Heifetz
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From the Desk of Barry Nove
Spring is finally here, which means a
lot of activity at Oseh Shalom over
the next couple of months.
I’d like to make another pitch for
those interested in “buying a brick”
for the Path of Peace in the very
near future. Actually, in terms of the
Path of Peace, we’ve a deadline to
meet in order to get bricks ordered.
We’ve a minimum order that we
must send in, ten bricks, before our
vendor will inscribe them. I need to
place our spring order by June 15th
in order to have the bricks set before
the High Holidays. I’ve Path of
Peace brochures available at the
synagogue office; bricks are $180
each, in case you are interested.
They are a great way to honor or
memorialize friends or family.
Coming up on May 5th is the Oseh
Shalom Dinner, honoring Jackie
Land. The chairs, Neva Silverstein
and Steve Kaplan, and their
committee have put together a
wonderful program. All funds raised
will benefit the Jackie Land Religious
School Scholarship Fund. We hope
to see you there.
As we enter the summer months and
prepare to send out all our High
Holiday materials, remember that
Rosh Hashanah begins earlier this
year than ever in the last hundred
years, starting after Labor Day.
Office volunteers are both welcome
and needed. There are a number of
projects we’re working on and
anyone, even a college student with
a few days to volunteer, would be
helpful.

In that vein, I would like to thank all
the office volunteers we’ve had this
past month: Judy Arnoff, Rose
Fishman, Diane Green, Val Kaplan,
Doris Kirschbaum, and Pauline
Pivowar. I can’t tell you enough how
much help they are.
Thank you.
Barry Nove
Facility, Office Manager, and
Director of Development
bnove@oseh-shalom.org
301-498-5151 ext. 25
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President’s Message
Chevre,
In lieu of a president’s letter this month, I am asking my husband, Brad, to share some of the words that
he conveyed at Roberta’s z”l funeral this past month. And as life goes on even in the face of sorrow,
things continue to move forward at Oseh, despite such a tremendous loss to our congregation, and to the
community at large. Before I acknowledge all of the wonderful volunteers who have worked so hard to
provide us with numerous opportunities for learning, socializing, growing and “re-newing” at Oseh, I
would first like to make a plea for help. WE ARE IN DESPARATE NEED OF VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE
ON THE OSEH BOARD. I myself would never have become a part of the board if it weren’t for Roberta,
and my involvement has truly been one of the many gifts that she gave me. Please consider serving on
the board—it makes a difference, and will be rewarding and gratifying to you, and to our religious community, in countless ways.
There were so many activities in April, I almost don’t know where to begin. On April 7, Rabbi Doug’s
mother, Julie Heifeitz, performed pieces from her One-Woman show at the Lunch and Learn, and on
April 12 the Membership Committee held a Havdallah Night of Improv to honor membership milestones.
The Religious School was very active with a 7th grade Kabbalat service, a 3rd grade Yom Ha’Atzmaut
celebration, and a 6th grade Talit program. The Rabbi continued sharing his derashot on Issues in Reconstructionism and Erez Golan continued his Shabbat eve talks as well as his class on The Contemporary Israeli Experience. Life Long Learning has offered us a veritable feast of stimulating enterprises on
Sunday morning including Poetry and Fiction readings, and the Rabbi’s classes on Transformative Texts
and Two Jews/Three Opinions.
Please check the Oseh Calendar or eNews for May activities. And don’t forget the dinner acknowledging
Jackie Land on May 5, Confirmation on May 14, and Shabbat Iyyun on May 24.
Karen

Eulogy for Roberta
Last year, around this time, Oseh Shalom held its first “Top Chef Oseh” fund-raiser. Because the
event was held on a Saturday evening, we of course began the event with a Havadalah service. Many of
you here today are familiar with the wistful melody that we sing prior to chanting the Havadalah berachot.
It goes like thisJ(tune is sung)
Why do we sing such a plaintive melody? We do so because we are in the midst of a farewell, a
farewell to the sweetness of Shabbat, the remarkable and enduring sanctuary in time that has been such
a beautiful, restorative and fundamental tradition of ours, one that has sustained us since ancient times.
We join our voices in this poignant melody because saying good-bye is difficult, particularly when we say
goodbye to something or someone we are particularly fond of.
So last year at this time, Karen, Roberta, and I had our arms around each other’s shoulders and
we were swaying and singing the Havdalah prayers. And Karen and I looked over at Roberta at one
point, and she was weeping—tears were streaming down her cheeks as the music poured out of her.

Continued on next page

Eulogy for Roberta, continued from previous page
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Why was she crying? My belief is that Roberta wept because she was in the midst of her
own personal farewell—she was at that time in the midst of a recurrence of the cancer that ultimately
took her life, and she had already begun speculating about the various “lasts” that were taking place
in her life. Was this both her first and her last Top Chef Oseh? When would her final Shabbat, her
concluding Havadalah, occur? Nothing illuminates the human condition like illness does—it sharpens our thinking and adds depth and texture to the darkening shadows that grow a little longer with
each passing season of life.
So now it is a year later, and this past Saturday, we held our second “Top Chef Oseh” fundraiser. Again, it took place on a Saturday night, again we began the event with a Havdalah service,
and again our musical prelude to the berachot was the same, elegiac melody* (tune is sung).
But this time, Roberta was not with us. Where was Roberta? Roberta was slowly dying in
hospice care, taking her final breaths and preparing to cross the threshold into Olam Ha-Ba, The
World to Come.
So how do we come to terms with this reality, the ephemeral nature of our existence here on
earth? How do we live, knowing that death, from the moment of birth, is our lifelong companion?
How do we comfort each other, connect with each other, find meaning through each other, when life
is basically a series of lessons in losing, when we are all so vulnerable, so susceptible, so helpless,
when every day the distant drumbeat of mortality sounds a little closer, a little louder?
Well, in our tradition, one way that we do this is through song. Music is what captures and
carries the voice of the soul. Music is the art form that travels through time just as we travel through
time, voyaging steadily towards the ineffable destination that patiently awaits, the destination that will
ultimately welcome, enfold, and embrace us all. It is often through music that we express our deepest longings, our innermost yearnings, our fear, our sorrow, our confusion. Music helps us to more
nimbly navigate the terrain of grief, to live most fully, most richly, in the Olam Ha-zeh, the here and
now—the life that we are blessed by, struggle through, and engage with—even though we will all
one day depart the Olam Ha-zeh for the Olam Ha-ba.
To conclude our Top Chef Oseh program last week, Susan Gaeta and I performed Debbie
Friedman’s lovely “Lechi Lach”, and Karen was struck by how the lyrics of this song spoke with astonishing precision to the passage that Roberta was right in the midst of, the passage that we all
must one day undertake:
“Lechi lach, to a place that I will show you, Lechi Lach, to a place you do not know...”
Roberta has now been shown that land, escorted gently to the “place we do not know.” As
much as we miss her and long for her, we cannot accompany her, and we cannot have her back.
But perhaps we can best honor her memory, keep her close, enshrine this painful loss and most fully
cherish her life and what she offered all of us, through song.
We sing now, as we always sing, in an effort to say goodbye …
Brad Sachs
Baruch Dayan ha’Emet
The congregation sends its deepest sympathy and condolences to Kathleen Sheedy and her entire family on the
death of Sherry Sheedy z''l, mother of Kathleen Sheedy.
The congregation sends its deepest sympathy and condolences to Steve Kaplan and Lynne Gaynes-Kaplan on
the death of Gertrude Kaplan, z''l, mother of Steve Kaplan. She was 101 years old.
The congregation sends its deepest sympathy and condolences to Marlene Stringer and her entire family on the
death of Doris Schecter, z''l, mother of Marlene Stringer's brother-in-law.
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Religious Vice –Presidents
One of the many wonderful qualities of our Oseh Shalom community is the ability for us to hold open and respectful, emotional community discussions. Whether we’re talking about kashrut, interfaith weddings, or , in this case,
the Religious Committee’s proposal to modify our Bar/Bat Mitzvah expectations, our community is able to create
a process that solicits feedback and comment from our members in diverse ways, takes that feedback, and uses
it to move us forward as we consider changes.
Our process for reviewing B’nei Mitzvah expectations first involved several meetings of the Religious Committee,
after which we drafted a proposal, which was sent out to the congregation for comment; we had many congregants call and/or email us with their thoughtful ideas. We then scheduled an “open meeting” in March and invited
anyone interested in commenting or expressing an opinion on the draft proposal to attend.
Over 30 of our members came to the meeting. Those who came ranged from some of our newest members to
members with kids about to have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, to long-time members whose kids are long past Bar/Bat
Mitzvah age. At the meeting we heard a number of thoughtful and incisive comments on the draft proposal. We
then prepared a synopsis of the comments which we sent to the Rabbi and Religious Committee. The Religious
Committee met in late March to discuss the Draft Proposal, taking into account the feedback and comments
we’ve received.
Some of the concerns that were expressed at the meeting and in the written feedback we received were that the
Draft Proposal was, albeit unintentionally, minimizing the value of the Haftarah and that the proposed “project”,
while, perhaps a good idea in theory, wouldn’t work for a host of practical reasons.
At the March meeting, after an excellent discussion, the Religious Committee decided the following: It was never
our intent to “minimize” the importance of the Haftarah or to have expectations be less than they are currently.
Rather, the intent of the proposal was to develop a set of expectations which will make a Bar/Bat Mitzvah as
meaningful and as relevant as possible to our students and to their families by including some options for students. That is still our goal.
We all agreed that being comfortable with Jewish worship services and learning to chant Torah are skills we want
our students to cultivate. We hope to emphasize learning of prayers and service participation, while still including
the option of chanting Haftarah as well. Given the numerous practical and philosophical concerns that were expressed about the “project option”, the Religious Committee decided that a lot of additional work would need to
be done prior to including that as an option, so it will not be included in the next revised proposal.
The Religious Committee is committed to engaging in discussions with the Rabbi, Cantor, Education Committee,
Religious School Director, and with the congregation in order to come up with a set of B’nei Mitzvah expectations
which will give our students the skills – and the desire – to actively participate, as Jews, in 21st century Jewish life.
Our goal is to engage in these discussions over the coming months, including at least one additional “open meeting”. We hope to present a new proposal to the Board for consideration sometime in the coming year. Stay tuned
to these pages and to the Listserv for more details.
As the Rabbi noted in his column, we will begin holding a series of monthly “traditionally-oriented” Shabbat morning services. The dates of this year’s services are: May 11th, June 8th, and July 13th at 10 AM.
We look forward to seeing everyone at these services and for our continuing discussions on Bar/Bat Mitzvah expectations!
John Riehl & Helen Lann

Oneg Sponsors
May 3
Doris Kirschbaum in memory of her mother, Paula Kohn
Roogow family in honor of Billie’s birthday
May 10
Stacy & H. Austin Sheppard in honor of their anniversary
Winchell family in honor of Vaughn’s birthday
Rosenberg family in honor of Melanie’s birthday
May 17
Lili Barouch in honor of the birthdays of her mother, Winnie Barouch,
Ariel Barouch Uy, and Lili Barouch
Shari Argue & David Argue in honor of their anniversary
Dannick-Friedman family in honor of Heather’s birthday
May 24
David Paulson & family in memory of his wife, Barbara Paulson
Cindy & Jay Feinberg in honor of their anniversary
Paula & John Finedore in honor of Hilary’s birthday
Susan & Tom Northcutt in honor of their anniversary
Magnus family in honor of Melody’s & Josh’s birthdays
May 31
Eaton family in honor of Karen’s birthday
Ginsberg family in honor of Margie’s birthday
Brad Sachs & Karen Meckler in honor of Matt's birthday
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Mitzvah Day 2013
Sunday May 19
10:30 – 11:30 am
This year Mitzvah Day will coincide with the last day of Religious School celebration.
Parents, students, teachers, and all other Oseh members are invited to practice Tikkun Olam by helping
with any of the Mitzvot below:

•

Working in the Oseh garden, the produce of which is donated to the Elizabeth House Soup Kitchen

•

Planting caladium bulbs to beautify the Oseh atrium

•

Packing lunches for homeless guests at Elizabeth House

•

Collecting and sorting clothes, sheets, and blankets for the winter homeless shelter Oseh hosts

•

Collecting and decorating care packages with treats and food for animals at Friskies and Small
Miracles pet shelters

•

Decorating vases; making flowers and place mats for Jewish local assisted living residents

•

Making get well cards and care pillows for the sick at Laurel Hospital

There will be food, OF COURSE!!!!! Yummy treats following the Mitzvot activities.
If you have any questions or ideas please contact:
Felicia Dannack-Friedman fld65@gmail.com
Judy Swanner swannerjudy@gmail.com
Linda Bergofsky bergo72@hotmail.com
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May Anniversaries
1
1
3
6
8
10
11
12
15
17
17
19
20
22
24
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
31
31

Simona & Jeffrey Haver
Robert & Lynne Herman
Ed & Reenie Kraft
Robert & Wynne Kleinberg
Jack & Dana Raitt
Larry & Bella Clamage
H. Austin & Stacey Sheppard
Len & Marlene Newman
Dave & Sharon McRae
John & Jill Booher
Jody & Elliot Satin
Matthew & Susan Pittinger Levine
Mitchell & Susan Romm
Ellen & Dan Horak
Allen & Randi Kampf
Marlene & Dennis Blair
Jay & Cindy Feinberg
David & Shari Argue
David Wasserman & Susan Ginsberg
David Loeb & Laura Finkelstein
Tom & Susan Northcutt
Ed & Joan Magin
Gordon Manning & Bari Rudikoff
Robert & Cathy Weiss
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Candle Lighting Times
Dates

Light Can- Havdalah
dles

Parsha

Haftarah

May 3-4

7:44 PM

9:15 PM

Behar-Bechukotai
Leviticus 27:1-34

Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

May 10-11
Rosh Chodesh Sivan

7:50 PM

9:21 PM

Bamidbar
Numbers 3:14-4:20

Hosea 2:1-22

May 14-16

7:54 PM

9:26 PM

May 17-18

7:57 PM

9:28 PM

Naso
Numbers 7:1-89

Judges 13:2-25

May 24-25

8:03 PM

9:34 PM

Beha'alotcha
Numbers 10:35-12:16

Zechariah 2:14-4:7

May 31-June 1

8:08 PM

9:39 PM

Sh'lach
Numbers 15:8-41

Joshua 2:1-24

May 8
Yom Yerushalayim

* Light will be lit on Sanctuary Memorial Board.
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Shalom from the Membership Committee
We had a great night connecting with old and new friends at our Membership Milestone Event. We celebrated with members who have been with us for 45 years, which
means not only do they know this building well, but they were with us not only at our
old building on Briarwood Drive, but they were with us before we had our own permanent location. We also had with us our newest member, CJ, whose membership
packet at the time of the event was in the possession of the United Postal Service.
And we had a wonderful mix of members within that range.
The next main event that the membership committee is currently working on is the
BACK TO SHUL WEEKEND. We have progressed from Back to Shul Night, to a
weekend of events this year. I don’t want to rush through the summer before it even
arrives, but we want to make sure that all of you know what is being planned so you
can plan end of the summer trips accordingly. We will be bringing in Rabbi Bob Alper
for this weekend. He is an ordained Rabbi and a comedian. If you have never heard
of him, be sure to check him out on his website at www.bobalper.com.
As always, we are looking for volunteers to help with our committee (less than 1-2
hours a month on average) or just help with a special event. We are always open to
suggestions of events you would like to see (or brought back) and just because you
make a suggestion does not mean you will have to lead the project or even be involved at all.
Kelly and Susan, Membership Co-Chairs
membership@oseh-shalom.org
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Contributions
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Myra & Lowell Elfenbein
In memory of Paul Katz
Ellen Horak
In memory of my father Ahron Field
Sidney Kirschner & Lynne Masterson
In memory of Ed Magin’s mother
Lorraine & Bob Levan
In memory of Selma Magin, mother of Ed
Magin
Lorraine & Bob Levan
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Lorraine & Bob Levan
In memory of Paul Katz
Karen Meckler
In memory of Alvin Meckler
Lou Spevack & Sue Robbins
Marilyn & Alan Wilder
In memory of George Unger, father of
Marilyn Wilder
Building Fund
Gail & Ron Schimel
In memory of Leo Schimel, beloved
father of Ron Schimel
Marilyn & Alan Wilder
In memory of Irv Goldstein, beloved
husband of Micki Goldstein
Marilyn & Alan Wilder
In memory of Paul Katz, beloved
husband of Gail Katz
Community Services Fund (Social Action &
Caring & Support)
The Crowell families
In memory of Paul Katz
Lisa Karpf
In memory of Yehuda Achmon
Sidney Kirschner & Lynne Masterson
In memory of Roberta Sacks

Life Long Learning Fund
Shari & David Argue
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Music & Arts Fund
Beryl Kramer
In memory of my beloved father, Max Alpher
Jackie Land Religious School Scholarship Fund
Judy Arnoff
Wilma & Robert Bass
Gloria & Marty Goldberger
Terry & Stephen Klein
In memory of Irv Goldstein
Jeffrey & April Koeppel
Carol & Marty Loeb
John Riehl
Eleanor & Ronald Silverman
In honor of Ben Souba’s Bar Mitzvah
Jack & Julia Tossell
Cathy & Robert Weiss
Kenneth & Susan Wilson
Religious School Special Events Fund
Sheila Blum
In memory of Laurence Blum, husband of
Sheila Blum and in memory of Lori Wood, daughter
of Sheila Blum, and mother of Molly Wood
Torah Repair Fund
The Paulson Family
In memory of Barbara Paulson

Continued on next page
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Contributions continued
Tzedek Fund
Shari & David Argue
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Judy Arnoff
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Phyllis & Art Gelven
In memory of our friend Roberta Sacks
Lisa Karpf
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Sue & Mel Lippmann
In memory of Karen Eleanor Lippmann
Dorothy Litz
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Ruth & David Naftali
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Nancey & Steven Parker
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Yartzeit Fund
Gary Gaines
In memory of Maria Ellena & Theresa Gaines
Diane & Sidney Hersh
In memory of Lillian Finkelstein
Sidney Kirschner & Lynne Masterson
In memory of Carl & Freda Kirschner (parents
of Sidney Kirschner)

General Donations
Judy Arnoff
In memory of Paul Katz
Phil & Cynthia Chase
In memory of Paul Katz, our friend and
neighbor for over 40 years
The Clynick Family: Mary, Jack, Beth Anne, and John
Jr.
In memory of Paul Katz
Sandy Gershenfeld
In memory of Paul Katz

Ann Hancock
In memory of Paul Katz
Laura Huntington
In memory of my uncle, Paul Katz
Steve Kaplan & Lynne Gaynes-Kaplan
In memory of Roberta Sacks
Debbie Karten
In memory of Paul Katz
Meg Katz
In memory of my uncle, Paul Katz
Rick Katz
In memory of my uncle, Paul Katz
Lorin & Arleen Luchs & Family and Marlene S.
Cohen & Family
In memory of Paul A. Katz
Diane & Rich Parson
In memory of Paul Katz
Kim Rutlin
In memory of Paul Katz, husband of Gail
Katz, and father to Steven Katz & Stacy Sheppard
Dr. & Mrs. Jules Shapiro
In memory of Paul Katz
Robert & Judith Scherr
In memory of Paul Katz
Lorraine & Stephen Schonfeld
In memory of Paul Katz

Decorating the Synagogue
for Shavuot
This year the Sisterhood will continue our tradition of decorating the
synagogue for Shavuot. Our teaching says that when we received the
Torah, the foot of Mount Sinai was covered with grass, and flowers
bloomed on the mountain. To celebrate the giving of the Torah, many
Jews decorate their synagogues with greenery and flowers, particularly
white roses and lilies. At this time we also celebrate the barley and
wheat harvests, so we will incorporate this theme in our decorating as
well.
We plan to cooperate with the Religious School in this endeavor. Every
year our students who have been confirmed are honored at a service
on Erev Shavuot This year the date will be 14 May. For the last few
years the students carried baskets of fruits and vegetables and placed
them on the bima. After the holiday the food is donated to Elizabeth
House.
If you are at all interested in participating in this activity, please call or email Carolyn Makovi at 301-236-4411 or
cmakovi@gmail.com. If you have any ideas or suggestions, bring them on! We encourage whole families to
participate, whether or not you have a child in the Upper School.
Donations will be gratefully accepted. We suggest increments of $18 (chai), but any size contribution will be very
much appreciated and will be acknowledged. Thank you!

Flowers for Shavuot donation form
Name ____________________ Email address ________________________
Donation Amount ____$18 ____$36 ___$54 ___$72 other_____
Please include this form with your donation and make check payable to the Oseh Shalom Sisterhood and deliver
both to the office.

Back to Shul Night/Weekend
with Rabbi Bob Alper
August 23-24, 2013
Check out his website at www.bobalper.com
With summer approaching, we wanted you to plan your summer vacation around this great weekend.

We will begin our Shabbat with a Congregational Dinner followed by Shabbat services with our special guest, Comedian Rabbi Bob Alper. Rabbi Alper will be giving the sermon and a little comedy during Erev Shabbat services. He is
also doing a Comedy Show on Saturday night. Please save the date and share this information with friends, family,
and neighbors. We want to have a full house on Saturday night. Other activities are being planned, so watch for more
information in the future.

THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE CONTEST FOR JEWISH YOUTH
Comes to Oseh Shalom

It has been a tradition in Israel
every Independence Day to bring
students from all over the world
to compete for the title of Chatan
Hatanakh - Bible Champion. This
year was the 50th anniversary of
Chidon Hatanakh Haolami
Lanoar - The International Bible
Contest for Youth. As part of our
Upper School celebrations of
Yom HaAtzmaut, Oseh Shalom
Religious School students participated in the contest, representing
12 different countries.
Our Judges were proud of the students’ knowledge and enthusiasm.

Could the Torah be Wrong?
My Approach to a Difficult Verse in Acharei Mot-Kedoshim
By: Vaughn Winchell

Dvar Torah given at the 7th grade Parasha Presentation

This Shabbat we read a double-portion,
Acharei Mot-Kedoshim, which comes from the 16th
through 20th chapters of Sefer Vayikra, the Book of
Leviticus. It includes a large fraction of the socalled “holiness code,” a long list of practices that
the Israelites should engage in, as well as some that
they should avoid, so that they might be a holy
people.
As you might expect, then, Acharei MotKedoshim contains a great many mitzvot, or
commandments, that we should treasure, and that
can still guide our thinking, even though the
circumstances of life in 21st-century America are
very different from those of life in the Sinai
Peninsula or the land of Canaan in biblical times.
This week's portion instructs the Israelites, for
example, to use fair and accurate weights and
measures; we, too, can and must be honest in
business. Leviticus 19 commands, “Do not curse
the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the
blind”; we, too, must not exploit the physical or
intellectual or moral or spiritual limitations of
others.
This double-portion also includes some
rules that make a little less sense to the modern
mind. “Do not wear a garment that contains a
forbidden mixture of fabrics.” To this day, many
observant Jews do not wear clothing that mixes
wool and linen, and take care to buy only clothes
for which they know this mitzvah, called the
mitzvah of sha'atnez, has been observed. But the
motivation for this practice escapes me, I must
confess. Biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine (who is
Jewish, but is, maybe somewhat improbably, a
professor of New Testament at the Divinity School
of Vanderbilt University) observes that this
segment of Leviticus seems to show a real
penchant for separating things into their
appropriate categories, and for not mixing things
that shouldn't be mixed, and she proposes that this
commandment to observe sha'atnez, and a similar
commandment not to sow your fields with two

different kinds of grain, are among many mitzvot
that reflect this propensity for categorizing. But
that is Prof. Levine's explanation, and not the
Torah's.
In recent decades, however, one notorious
verse of this portion, Lev. 18:22, has drawn a
disproportionate share of attention. The verse
reads, “Do not lie with a man as you would with a
woman; it is...” and then, pick your translation:
“an abomination,” or “a disgusting perversion,” or
“a detestable sin.” This verse, sadly, provides fuel
for one side on one front of America's so-called
culture war—the clash over gay rights and samesex marriage. And with the rest of my time this
evening, I intend to do a disservice to the rest of
Acharei Mot-Kedoshim by talking about this one
verse. As I do, I shall try not to presume that we all
think as I do, but I will note that the
Reconstructionist movement, of which this
congregation is a part, has weighed in on the side
of gay rights and marriage equality, and I will
disclose that I am a supporter of both of those
causes as well.
This verse, then, presents me with a huge
problem. What am I to do when the Torah, which I
respect so deeply, conflicts so starkly with the
modern, Western ideal of equal treatment and equal
protection that I also profess and value highly? For
those who believe that all of Torah was divinely
revealed, once and for all time at Sinai, of course,
there isn't a problem. As a rabbi I once knew used
to say, “If you believe that God wrote the Law—
that God basically said to Moses, 'Listen, I have
this list of 613 rules that I want you to follow'—
well, you'd have to be an idiot not to follow them.”
But if you believe that the origins of the Torah are
at least partly human—if you believe as I do that
the Torah reflects the best attempt of people at
various times and places in antiquity to make sense
of a world that often confounded them—then this is
exactly the kind of problem you'll have to face
from time to time. Fortunately, our tradition has
faced this problem before.

I would turn for guidance to a story told in the
Talmud, in a tractate called Bava Metzia, in the order
of the Mishnah that deals with damages. In this
story, Rabbi Eliezer is involved in a dispute over the
law with several other rabbis. After Rabbi Eliezer
brings forth every conceivable argument in support
of his position, the others are not persuaded. Finally,
exasperated, Rabbi Eliezer says, “If the Law agrees
with me, let this carob tree prove it!” whereupon a
nearby carob tree was inexplicably uprooted and
moved 100 cubits from where it had stood. But the
rabbis said, “No proof can be had from a carob tree.”
Then Rabbi Eliezer said, “If the Law agrees with
me, let this stream of water prove it!” Miraculously,
the stream of water reversed its flow, and began to
run backwards, but the rabbis said, “No proof can be
had from a stream of water.” Finally, Rabbi Eliezer
called out, “If the Law agrees with me, let Heaven
prove it!” and a voice from Heaven boomed, “Why
do you argue with Rabbi Eliezer, when the Law
agrees with him in all things?” The Talmud then
says that Rabbi Joshua stood and answered the
Voice, saying, “It is not in Heaven!” “What did
Rabbi Joshua mean by this?” the Mishnah asks.
Rabbi Jeremiah explained, “The Torah had already
been given at Mt. Sinai. Since that time, we pay no
attention to a Heavenly voice, because the Holy One
has long since written in the Torah, 'After the
majority must one incline.'”
What a remarkable, and remarkably
dangerous, story! Here in the Talmud, the Sages
assert that the authority for interpreting Torah
doesn't lie with God, but it rests rather within the
earthly power of human reasoning. God gave the
Law, the rabbis are saying, but now that the Law is
here on Earth with us, it is our Law to interpret and
to apply. And surely, there are famous examples of
the rabbis' interpreting biblical commandments so
strictly as to make them unenforceable. How can
they do this? Because here in Bava Metzia, the
Talmud says the authority to interpret the Law is
ours.

And so I would assert that here and now, in
North America in the 21st century of the Common Era,
it is not just our prerogative, but even our
responsibility, to examine this controversial verse of
Leviticus 18 and to determine for ourselves—relying
on a deliberate mixture of reason and Jewish learning
and political philosophy and scientific insight into
human sexuality—whether in this instance we should
be bound by a voice from the Heavens. Does this
mean we can ignore the Torah, just because we don't
like what it says? Not always, I hope. Like the
Prophets, the Torah often comes both to comfort the
afflicted and to afflict the comfortable. How do we
know when we can legitimately listen to the majority,
and not the Voice from Heaven? Well, Rabbi Jeremiah
doesn't explain that in this Mishnah, and that's
precisely what makes this little story so dangerous. I
would submit that we cannot simply disregard the
Torah when it is inconvenient, or even disagreeable, to
follow it. We ought to have persuasive, well thought
out reasons—reasons that are in harmony with our
reason and with other Torah values—for not following
a specific verse of Torah. And even when we elect not
to follow Torah, we must not disregard it. We have an
obligation to know what rules we're not following, and
why we're not following them. That, I hope, is partly
why your children are here in religious school. And
even if that isn't why you sent them, it is one rationale
that I have had all year for their being in class with me.
They should—we should all—know about Jewish law
and Jewish tradition, so that when we may
occasionally choose not to follow them, we make an
educated choice. So that when we may elect not to
follow Torah, we can do so without utterly
disregarding Torah. It is only when we are acquainted
with Torah and Jewish law and Jewish tradition that we
can follow the decades-old maxim of Mordecai
Kaplan, the originator of Reconstructionist Judaism:
Tradition gets a vote, but it does not get a veto.
Food for thought. Shabbat shalom.

A page from the
Talmud

When You’ve Lost A Loved One
Jewish Community Services of Howard County is offering a Community Bereavement Group for those who are mourning the death of a loved one.
The group will meet for six sessions on Monday evenings: April 15, 22 and 29, May 6
and 13, and June 3, 10, and17, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at the Jewish Federation in
Howard County, Suite 401, Century Plaza 1000, 10630 Little Patuxent Parkway in
Columbia, Maryland.
The group will provide a welcoming place where participants can be with others who
are grieving, find support within the Jewish community, and benefit from the opportunity to talk with specialists about grief. Liz Schoen, LCSW-C, will facilitate the group.
The fee is $36 for the six-week series. Pre-registration is required.
For more information and to register, call Liz at 410-730-4976, ext. 120, or e-mail
lschoen@jcsbaltimore.org.
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Oneg Hosts
We thank all those who host onegs every Friday night.

January 4
Rose Fishman & Heidi Rhodes
Helen Litow
January 11
Helen & Leon Litow
Janet & Michael Schoenfeld
January 18
Linda Bergovsky
Linda & Art Solomon
January 25
Rabbi Doug Heifitz
Cantor Charlie Bernhardt
February 1
Lisa Karpf
Rose Fishman
February 8
Lorraine & Stephen Schoenfeld
Judith & Robert Miller
February 15
Claire & Curtis Menyuk
Paula & John Finedore

February 22
Lynne Gaynes-Kaplan & Steve Kaplan
Shelley Dreifuss
March 1
Lorraine & Stephen Schoenfeld
Caren Mitchell
Jean & Ari Silver-Isenstadt
March 8
Mary Shine
Marlene & Richard Stringer
March 15
Laura & Melvin Stern
Holly & George Stone
March 22
Linda Bergovsky
Melody, Gary & Josh Magnus
March 29
Kay & Larry Taub
Judy & David Swanner

When you receive your letter notifying you of your scheduled date for hosting an oneg, we need to hear from you
as soon as possible whether you can make your date or not. We need time to find an alternate to take your place
if you cannot keep your date, and we hope you will reschedule.
Please respond to either Lisa or Beryl when you receive your letter. You can reach them at (Lisa Karpf)
ERK111@comcast.net or (Beryl Kramer) FibreArt@aol.com or 301-587-8972
Thank you.
Lisa Karpf and Beryl Kramer
Co-Chair, Coordinating Oneg Hosts
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Yahrzeits
5/1/2013

Marvyn Wolf, father of Allen Wolf

5/3/2013

Samuel Heller, uncle of Ronald Benton-Klein

5/3/2013

*Roy Goldberg, father of Mark Goldberg

5/3/2013

Joanne Schoenfeld, mother of Michael Schoenfeld

5/4/2013

Barbara Paulson, wife of David Paulson; mother of Rebecca Fields, Melyssa Koffman, and
Michael Paulson

5/4/2013

Leonid Smirnoff, brother-in-law of Phil Victor

5/4/2013

Rebecca Wittik, great grandmother of Ann Wittik-Bravmann

5/5/2013

Henry Parness, father of Billie Roogow

5/6/2013

Joanne Gilbert, mother of Jeff Gilbert

5/6/2013

Arthur Kellog, father of Jean Rosenberg

5/8/2013

Jay Hollander, father of Craig Hollander

5/9/2013

Irma Goldensohn, mother of Jill Goozman

5/9/2013

Henry Weissman, father of Louise Weissman

5/10/2013

Helen Garfinkel, mother of Shelley Dreifuss

5/10/2013

Anna Bass, mother of Bernice Goodwin

5/12/2013

Abraham Sam Sind, father of Jeanine Horner

5/12/2013

Stanley Salant, father of Steven Salant

5/13/2013

Reuben Greenspon, father of Susan Wilson

5/14/2013

*Richard Fox, brother of Eugene Fox

5/14/2013

Sandra Brodie, mother of Bryna Weiss

5/15/2013

Milton Cohen, father of Nancey Parker

5/16/2013

Martin Berger, father of Robert Berger

5/16/2013

Michael Samuel Bass, father of Geri Geil
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5/16/2013

Sylvia Horowitz, aunt of Susan Levine

5/18/2013

Evelyn Weiss, mother of Robert Weiss

5/18/2013

Rebecca Wilder, mother of Alan Wilder

5/19/2013

Stella F. Berz, grandmother of Karen Bonnie Eaton

5/19/2013

Albert Bass, father of Bernice Goodwin

5/19/2013

Belle Springer, mother of Gail Schimel

5/19/2013

Bernard Green, father of Joanne Wolinsky

5/21/2013

Carol Parness, sister of Billie Roogow

5/21/2013

Helen Altman, mother-in-law of Alan Seigel

5/22/2013

Reuben Yablin, stepfather of David Friedman

5/22/2013

Barbara Jean Friedl, mother of Mary Meyerson

5/23/2013

Sarah Waskow, grandmother of Neva Silverstein

5/24/2013

Stan Krohn, stepfather of Laura Applestein

5/24/2013

Henry Ehrlich, father of Bonnie Cornell

5/24/2013

Sylvia Kritt Yuter, mother of Brian Kritt

5/24/2013

Joaquin Ysla, brother of Elizabeth Leight

5/24/2013

Leon E. Morse, father of Jane Morse

5/24/2013

Sam Wittik, grandfather of Ann Wittik-Bravmann

5/25/2013

*Julius Pomerantz, father-in-law of Martha Pomerantz

5/26/2013

Bessie Katz, mother of Judy Katz

5/27/2013

Fredrick L. Dannick, grandfather of Felicia Dannick-Friedman

5/27/2013

Morris Friedman, father of Seth Friedman

5/28/2013

Mildred Wilson, mother of Kenneth Wilson

5/29/2013

Donald Povich, father of Elaine Povich

5/29/2013

Stanley Dahowski, father of Dana Raitt
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May Birthdays:
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
6
6
7
7
9
9
10
10
10
10
11
12
13
13
13
15
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18

Scott Pokodner
Shelby Sanett
Jessica Seigel
Marc Applestein
Jack Raitt
Billie Roogow
Anita Frelich
Hannah Taub
David Argue
Amy Lechter-Siegel
Jessie Sunshine
Abby Adelman
David Cohen
Fany Kusnetz
Steven Marker
Gary Richardson
Melanie Rosenberg
Stephanie Holzman
Ruth White
Michael Colman
Ellen Goldberg
Jarrod Halpern
Wynne Kleinberg
Laura Stern
Mary Nelson
Robin Failli
Naomi Horak
Abigail Slavinsky
Linda Schoolnick
Alana Cornell
Howard Rapp
Cassia Biederman
Jacqueline Gentile
Benjamin Glass
Matthew Lessler
Judi Davidson-Wolf
Jeff Gilbert

18
18
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
22
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
27
28
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
31

Aliza Land
Cyndi Pomerantz
Steven Aug
David Lomke
Lori Morgenthau
Ariel Barouch-Uy
Barbara Dyko
Ariana Miller
Joan Nachman
Isabel Slavinsky
Michele Weiss
Stephanie Levy
Joshua Magnus
Barrie Hershkowitz
William Hershkowitz
Howard Weiss
Hilary Finedore
Jennifer Raitt
Richard Bird
Steven Cohen
Heather Friedman
Andrew Northcutt
Eden Beaudry
Melody Magnus
Stephen Schoenfeld
Vaughn Winchell
Karen Bonnie Eaton
David Swanner
Susan Azoulay
Norman Dresner
Eugene Fox
Michael Gold
Carrie Quigley
Jason Siegel
Rochelle Sypes
Karola Miller
Matthew Sachs
Margie Ginsberg
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Tributes
To the Beall family in memory of Ellen
The Sisterhood
To Gail Katz and the Katz family in memory of your husband and father, Paul Katz
Leah and Patrick Young
Myra and Brian Snow
Marjorie and Steve Aug
Pauline Pivowar
To Joanne and Lyle Wolinsky in honor of your anniversary
Pauline Pivowar
Happy birthday Rose Fishman
Margrit and Maurice Assaraf
To Sue Robbins and Lou Spevack
Thank you for organizing the Lunch and Learn programs. You have provided a wonderful array
of speakers throughout the year and your efforts are much appreciated.
Doris Kirschbaum

Community Notes
Mazal Tov!
Noah Pomerantz was awarded the rank of Eagle Scout recently. He is a senior at
Oakland Mills High School, and celebrated becoming bar mitzvah and was confirmed at Oseh Shalom.
He is the 75 th Eagle Scout of Troop 75 in Columbia, Maryland. His Eagle Court of
Honor officially took place on April 23, 2013. Noah will start attending Capital College in August 2013 as an information assurance (cyber security) student. He was
awarded a $2000 Merit Scholarship.

Do a mitzvah and donate blood at our next blood
drive! Help save three lives!

Where: Social Hall, Oseh Shalom
Date: Sunday, 9 June 2013
Time: 8:30 to 11:30
You never know when you or a loved one will need blood, G*d forbid.
Please take just an hour – or less – out of your morning and come in
and donate blood. Every recipient will thank you more than you'll ever
know.
To sign up, call or email Carolyn Makovi at 301-236-4411 or
cmakovi@gmail.com

Ladies aged 5 and up, pull out your prettiest
flowered dress or top and join us for a
fabulous tea and doll show.

Sunday, June 2 at 3 pm
Oseh Shalom Garden Room
First Course: Tea sandwiches
Second Course: Homemade scones, preserves
Third Course: Elegant cakes, chocolate
covered strawberries, cookies and other treats
Selection of fine quality herbal and regular
tea and fresh lemonade

$10 for adults, $5 for 12 and under
Please RSVP by May 30
melmagnus@verizon.net
All proceeds will go to the
House of Ruth to help victims of
domestic abuse. We love all those
special guys in our life but this
event is for ladies only! Bring your daughter, your mother, your
daughter’s best friend, your best friend or come on your own and
join the Oseh “girls.”

Do you know you can support Oseh Shalom through your next
Amazon purchase just by clicking on Oseh Shalom’s “Amazon” link,
when making your order?
Amazon will send a percentage of your purchase to the synagogue as
a donation. We raised over two thousand dollars last year through our
Amazon link!

Just visit the Oseh Shalom Website, www.oseh-shalom.org.
and click on “Support/Shop” on the menu bar, then click on “Amazon.”
Your support is sincerely appreciated!

CAN YOU KEEP A SECRET?
HOPEFULLY NOT!
Tell others >>> The Shalom
is a great place to advertise!
It benefits our community’s
businesses
and our congregation.
If you know someone
who is interested,
please contact: Carrie Goodman
at carrieg87@gmail.com

OSEH SHALOM FUNDS AND GIFTS
Thank you for your contribution
Please make checks payable to: Oseh Shalom, 7515 Olive Branch Way, Laurel, MD 20707
Or by credit card: (Circle one) Mastercard or Visa #: __________________________
Cardholder’s Name______________________________________ Expiration Date: _________
Or by Paypal at osehshalom.org/donations.php
______

Chumash — Five Books of Moses ($40)

______

Kol Haneshama ($54):
___ Daily Prayerbook

___ Shabbat & Festivals Prayerbook

___ Yamim Nora’im / High Holy Days

______

Kol Haneshama: Prayers for a House of Mourning ($18)

______

Prayerbook Fund

______

____

____

____

____

Other

$50

$25

$18

$10

______

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

______

Building Fund

______

Camp JRF Scholarship Fund

______

Community Services (Social Action and Caring & Support)

______

Library Fund

______

Lifelong Learning Fund

______

Music and Arts Fund

______

Green Fund [to lessen the impact on the environment, and subsidizes operations to act in a sustainable manner]

______

Israel Quest

______

Jackie Land Religious School Scholarship Fund

______

Religious School Special Events Fund

______

Sharon Stern Garden Fund

______

Torah Repair Fund ($18 per letter)

______

Tzedek Fund

______

Yartzeit Fund

For special contribution opportunities, please contact the Synagogue Administrator at 301-498-5151.
ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

______
Tribute card $5.00 (cards are sent out in donor’s name for all life cycle events.) Please
make checks for tribute cards payable to: Oseh Shalom Sisterhood, 7515 Olive Branch Way,
Laurel, Maryland 20707
ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

ω

Please record my contribution:
______
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________
______

In honor of:_____________________________________________________________

By: _____________________________________________________________________________
Please send acknowledgment to: _______________________________________________________
We appreciate your very thoughtful gift!!
Revised: 2/26/2013

Oseh Shalom Calendar Highlights
May
Friday night Shabbat and Holiday Services
May 3, 7:30 PM—Family Shabbat Service and Tot Shabbat & 5th-6th Grade
Shabbaton
May 10, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Service, Rosh Chodesh Group Shabbat
May 14, 7:30 PM —Erev Shavuot Service
May 14, 9:00 PM—Shavuot Evening Study Session
May 15, 10:00 AM—Shavuot Services
May 17, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Service
May 24, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Iyyun Evening Service & Rabbi’s Drasha on Issues in
Reconstructionism: “Open Spirituality and Dedicated Jewish Practice”
May 31, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Service
Saturday Shabbat Services – Every Saturday at 10:00 AM
Every Wednesday at 8:15 PM - Israeli Dancing
May 1, 4:30 PM, Lower School
May 1, 7:00 PM, Finance Committee Meeting
May 1, 7:30 PM, LLL: Contemporary Israeli Experience…(with Erez Golan)
May 5, 9:30 AM, Lower School—Pre-K
May 5, 10:00 AM, Transformative Text Program
May 5, 12:00 PM, Religious School Faculty Meeting
May 5, 4:00 PM, Dinner in Honor of Jackie Land
May 7, 6:45 PM , Upper School—Jerusalem Day
May 7, 7:30 PM, Contemporary Israeli Experience…(with Erez Golan)
May 7, 7:30 PM Sisterhood Committee Meeting
May 8, 4:30 PM, Lower School
May 8, 7:30 PM, Executive Board Meeting
May 12, 9:30 AM, Lower School
May 12, 10:00 AM, Momelettes
May 12, 10:00 AM, LLL: Two Jews, Three Opinions … (with Rabbi Heifetz)
May 14, 6:00 PM, Confirmation & Consecration Ceremony—Erev Shavuot
May 15, No Lower School—Shavuot
May 16, 12:00 PM—Lunchtime Class with Rabbi-”Who is a Jew Today?...”
May 19, 9:30 AM, Lower School—Pre-K, Last Day & Mitzvah Day
May 23, 12:00 PM—Lunchtime Class with Rabbi-”Who is a Jew Today?...”
May 28, 7:30 PM, Religious Committee Meeting
May 30, 12:00 PM—Lunchtime Class with Rabbi-”Who is a Jew Today?...”
http://www.oseh-shalom.org/eventcal/

Oseh Shalom Calendar Highlights

June
Friday night Shabbat Services
June 7, 7:30 PM—Family Shabbat Service and Tot Shabbat
June 14, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Service
June 21, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Service
June 28, 8:00 PM—Shabbat Service
Saturday Shabbat Services – Every Saturday at 10:00 AM
Every Wednesday at 8:15 PM - Israeli Dancing
June 1, 10:00 AM, Adam Chertok Bar Mitzvah
June 2, 10:00 AM, Calendar Meeting
June 4, 7:30 PM, Sisterhood Committee Meeting
June 6, 12:00PM, Lunchtime Class with Rabbi: “Who is a Jew Today?: Identity & Status in
the Non-Traditional Family”
June 9, 8:30 AM, Blood Drive
June 9, 10:00 AM, Annual Meeting
June 9, 3:00 PM, Ladies Tea
http://www.oseh-shalom.org/eventcal/
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Oseh Shalom WHO’S WHO LIST for 2012-2013
Rabbi
Rabbi Emeritus
Facility & Office Manager
Cantor
Bookkeeper
Education Director
Religious School Assistant
Senior Youth Group Advisor

rabbiheifetz@oseh-shalom.org
gfrabbi@comcast.net
bnove@oseh-shalom.org
cantorcharlie@earthlink.net
elitrenta@oseh-shalom.org
maryana@oseh-shalom.org
lsolano@oseh-shalom.org
leor972@gmail.com
prontezza@gmail.com
Oseh.shalom.editor@gmail.com

Rabbi Doug Heifetz
Rabbi Gary Fink
Barry Nove
Cantor Charlie Bernhardt
Ed Litrenta
Maryana Harouni
Leydi Solano
Leor Bleier
Mikey Hess-Webber
Carolyn Makovi

301-498-5151

Shalom Advertising
All Publicity Chairs

Carrie Goodman

410-375-4085

carrieg87@gmail.com
osehpublicity@yahoogroups.com

Webmaster

Melody Magnus

301-622-2947

melmagnus@verizon.net

Shalom Editor
Shalom Layout

301-498-5151
301-498-5151
301-498-5151
301-498-5151
301-498-7004
301-498-7004
202-297-2448
301-275-7849
301-236-4411

CONGREGATION OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
President

Karen Meckler

443-812-2414

karenmeckler@comcast.net

Administrative V.P.

443-864-1935

Financial V.P.

Lynne Gaynes-Kaplan
Don Street
David Argue

301-625-8136

lagaynes@aol.com
dmstreet51@gmail.com
argue.d@ei.com

Education V.P.

Debbie Richardson

410-531-6590

debbierichardson21044@gmail.com

Religious V.P.

John Riehl
Helen Lann
Gary Richardson
Kelly Benton-Klein
Susan Northcutt

301-490-3645

Realman02@comcast.net

301-490-3971

hdlmd3@gmail.com

410-5316590
301-490-7764
301-879-2912

gary-richardson@excite.com
Ksk4you@aol.com
slfnorthcutt@gmail.com

Financial Secretary

Gary Greenwald

301-596-9231

est8attygg@gmail.com

Secretary

Judi Davidson Wolf
David Friedman
Judy Swanner
Linda Bergofsky
Linda Solomon

443-878-4845
301-236-9251

Judi_DW@comcast.net
fripot3@verizon.net

410-750-2344

swannerjudy@gmail.com

301-604-0901

bergo72@hotmail.com
lksolomon@comcast.net

Treasurer
Membership

Community Services
Past President
Policy & Procedures

301-257-4711

240-280-2067
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Publicity
Building and Grounds
At-Large
Youth Liaison
Development
Contracts Coordinator
JRF Representative
High Holidays
Life Long Learning

Elizabeth Leight
Elaine Povich
Jorge Moreno
Jac Gentile
Doug Kornreich

301-725-7173

Karen Bonnie Eaton
John Riehl

443-326-6326

Hillary Finkel
Judy Katz

410-997-6812

Carolyn Makovi
Rose Fishman

301-236-4411

301-490-2832
301-437-6565
530-388-8812
410-379-6459

301-490-3645

301-460-6928

eyleight@aol.com
espovich@comcast.net
jorgemonline@gmail.com
justmissjac@gmail.com
kornreich@hotmail.com
karen.bonnie.eaton@gmail.com
Realman02@comcast.net

hillarya26@yahoo.com
judy.katz3@verizon.net

SISTERHOOD
Co-Presidents

Vice President
Recording Secretary
Rochelle Sypes
Corresponding Secretary Judy Arnoff
Treasurers
Pauline Pivowar
Margrit Assaraf
Gift Shop, Chair
Lisa Karpf
Membership Chair
Rose Fishman
Oneg Host Chair
Lisa Karpf
Beryl Kramer
Oneg Sponsors Chair
Rose Fishman
Program Chair
Tributes Chair
Leah Young
Oneg Food Chair
Rose Fishman
Catering
Marilyn Riffkin

301-384-6744
240-264-1281
301-490-6207
301-604-8954
240-280-7259
301-262-5581
301-384-6744
301-262-5581
301-587-8972
301-384-6744
301-498-4251
301-384-6744
301-384-8667

cmakovi@gmail.com
rosey3846@wmconnect.com
rsypes@verizon.net
schnauzermom3@verizon.net
ppivowar@comcast.net
massaraf@comcast.net
erk111@comcast.net
rosey3846@wmconnect.com
erk111@comcast.net
fibreart@aol.com
rosey3846@wmconnect.com
leahruthyoung@comcast.net
rosey3846@wmconnect.com
mriffkin@juno.com

MEN’S CLUB
Co-Presidents
Past President
Treasurer

Alan Seigel
Geoff Berman
Michael Becker
Art Solomon

301-490-0057
410-796-0829
443-474-7374
240-280-2067

ats999@msn.com
Jgberman96@hotmail.com
Mikenhil@yahoo.com
solomona@comcast.net

Permit
I find it cool that the Oscar

awards were given right after
Purim. In a way, it is like a
global celebration of dressing up and admiring stories
about good vs. evil (for now,
let’s put aside the problematic themes of the Esther

Oseh Shalom
7515 Olive Branch Way
Laurel, MD 20707
Phone: 301-498-5151

Doug Heifetz, Rabbi

Carolyn Makovi, Editor
Doris Kirschbaum, Layout Editor, apprentice
Carrie Goodman, Advertising
E-mail: oseh-shalom@oseh-shalom.org

www.Oseh-Shalom.org

Oseh Shalom’s Mission Statement
Oseh Shalom is a vibrant, inclusive Reconstructionist
synagogue, with members throughout the BaltimoreWashington area, dedicated to providing a supportive
community for celebrating Jewish life through prayer, learning
and social action.

